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To all Chriſtened 
| people, 


| Knowing the grear honour which 


Almightie God hath graciouſly 2 
given voto you , for you are his., © 
children, and his holy Ghoſt is in you -$ 
doe therefore acknowledge my bouti- **2 
den dutie next after God, ynto you, |. 
and accordingly with homble retie--. 34 
rence \dedicate tliis my Confeſſion, 28 
firſt to God, and then to you his "Fg =” 
ly bzloyed Children. 
| wrote it in deadly difeaſe of b 2 
dic, and in dolefull rranble ain ke 
my purpoſe was td glorifie God, and © 
ro ſhew vnto all people the horrible 73 
bondage of - finne 3 thar they mi iS 
plainely ſceit truly feare it, and} timely 
progent it. Herein if any that hinks 2 : 
q 2 mee. - it 
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a it F "I aff Chrifſtenc: peopie. 
$7" W « Wag and too roo plaine, I 
£2 beſecch them to weigh in their con- 
ſcience, what it is to be at the doore 
of death, .and the gate of hell ; terrifi- 
ed with the ſight of Gods wrathfull- 
1dgement, and in continuall danger 
of ſuddaine death. This isnotime to 
| Ccouer, or to colour my {inne, butto 
F Jay them open, that it may pleaſe 

| God mercifully to couer them. To 
this ende, I doe humbly craue your 
Chriſtian furtherance, in earnell 
prayer to God for my confeſſion, and 
for mee. For my confellion , that ir- 

© may proſper againſt ſinne : for my 
tx felte, thatI may be\dcliuered out of 
| hell, and receiued into your heavenly 
- companie : I aske no more, bur co be 
** theveric loweſtof all people that ſhall 
be ſaved, Which if it ſhall plcaſe the 
bleſſed God, throvgh your prayers in 
Ieſus Chriſt ro vouchlate vnto mce 
moſt vaworthie, then ſhall I be in 
good hope to liuc, and ſer forth an 
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0 all Chriſt op,” 
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Hallelu-ia, that you may praiſe God® ' 


for his mercie, his maruelous mercie 

towards you and mee. Then ſhall you 

knowe the poore ſinners name, that 

nowe beggeth the benefit of your 
rayers. 

Hallowed bethe name of God, and 
his bleſſing be: vpon Chriſtencd peo- 
ple, men, women, and children, for e- 
ucrmore, Amen. 

Thus I humbly take my leaue. une 
13. 1608. 
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To the Printer. 


F any thing which 1 haue written, doe 
feeme wnto godly learned men, not 
likely to worke well foy the deſtruits- 
oh of yt 1 defire thu they will take the 
tf P8/u: *5t0 amend it: fo as they will af wer 
_ doings therein vnto the Lord Ieſus 
9 all purpoſes dnd canſes ft 
= to light. 7 proteſt before God, 
hat nothing ber mitigated concerning 
es by turzing, Iam, into | was, cc. It 
© #6 werie needefull for a mai to know what 
bs. us. 1 knoge none but my ſelje, I indze 
E- none but my [ihe : Tentreate others to 91uc 
2Þ =... ance leaue 10 5ud2e my ſelfe, becauſe 1 ſeare 
Ex 'S - the iudgement of God, ana would perſwade 
to feare God, that they maz tſc:pe 
bis indgement, and obtaine his mercie. 
7 ny Q 220d Lord Neſw ! for thy 
Ko FWa/NC8 Ins 9 thos, Cane. 
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that hoc husband \ niet Bae] - 13 
is aid alide, "Our molt mi Lord <5 RR : 
for his Conne Ieſus Chriſt ſake reſtoFt ir,at Fi 

be merciſull ro young children,rhat his holy 
Ghoſt may fill their hearts with Frace and 


gaodneſſc, Amen, Amen, 
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A $I grew inage,foT increaſed in fianes'? 


»rouoking Gods diſpleaſure conginu- | © 
aly, who norwithſtandiug patiently indured 
me, yca & dceliuered me our of many dead} 
dangers, whereinto I by tolly and finnedid 
thra(t my ſelfe from tine ro time, Moreos; 
ucr, of his great goodnefle he gave meet + 
kaowledge of his rightcoulneſſe; and of: 
mine owne finnes,mooving me ofteatirhes! 
to Icauc the way of damnation, and. enrhe 
vnto his bleſſed Maicſtic chorough Teſs - 
Chriſt; afluring my hcartthat-in io doing -j 

t ſhould be blefied , but otherwite- curſed 
we condemned. Bur all this td notprei boy, bY 
with my reproavate heart , whach b ba = *Þ 
terly hardenedin hanc , ol voidc of repeitn 

ance, cauferth mc to heape vp wrath T0 
w rath, and vengeance vpon vengran 
the increating ot mac cucrlattingy 
inhell fire, 
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7% All manner Pp Ic, oung and #{de;take 
F bed by mce, Haus no hors Cole but one. 
yy . Conhder well what hce hath done for 
you, Hee made you at the firſt like vnto 
hindelte in wiſedome, and holinefſc; and 
when you-were by finne made like the 
Dcuill, and muſt therefore hauc bcenc con- 
demned to hcll torments, God ſent his onc- 
ly Sonne, who taking vnto him a bodie,and 
toule, was a man, and ſuffered great wrong, 
and a ſhamefull death to procure your par - 
don,and to buic you out of the Dcuils bon- 
dage, that yee might be renued to the like- 
ncfic of God. ' And now hee hath ſent the 
holy Ghoſt to enter, and rake poſſcſhon of 
your hearts, clenfing you from finne, which 
3s the Deuils likenefſe, and making you 
| righteous, which is the likeneſle of God, to 
the ende ye might be fit to keepe companie 
with all Saints in the toyes of heauen, Call 

0 to minde how long ycc have intertained the 
fn) devill,-and kept out the holy Ghoſt : and 
: with how great paticnce Go&hath hitherto 
ſaffcred you, and kept you aliue, becauſe he 
would nor haue you pcriſh ; but rurne, and 
be ſaucd. O what is the reaſon that people 
doc not lone this God abouec all things? 
yea abouc their owne life? Surely the reaſon 
| is, 
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is, becauſe they lacke fail ; for they loe not Br -J 
clteeme it thar onely happineſle ro ber” yt 
the fauour of God, but like vnto beilit” 
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beaſtes giue credit to deccitfull ſhewes, 
and flattering enticements, and fo are wil- 
fully ſaared of the Devill, who with his 
alluring baites, drawerh them on to deftru- 
&tion : and the furthcr hee draweth themthe 
furer hee is of them. Therefore all people for 
Gods fake take heede, doe not delay the 
time as Ihaue done; thinking to runne vn= 
to God, to morrow, and next daie; forthe 
longer you continue in finne, the harder it 
will be to repent, becauſe the deuill doth 
cucry: day get more and moregpwerin you, 
tillyour heart be fulfilled with wickedneke, 
and ſo God doe euerlaſtingly forſake' you. 
Neuer be at quiet with your hcart,vntill you 
dein loue with God. Studie, and firivets 
compaſle the loue of God, ioy in'wharfoe-= 
ver furthererh younto ir; gricue inallthat 
hindercth you from it © 


How ſhall 1 endeuour to loue God? 


loue that which is good, and hate 'char 


which is naught : for good cometh of God; 
and cuill is of 

beginning of your good, and of your euill, 
Arn cuill thought is ſent from the deuilk 


and- 


the deuill. The thought is the” 
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FX anda .you Exfermine it, it bringeth in the 
S ESL A'good thought is ſent from the 
"RF hely:GhoRt, as a meſſenger vnto your ſoule; 
* if you recciue it, and make much of jtin 
your heart, the holy Ghoſt will enter, and 

xting out the deuill, will fill you full of 
ſewepiy grace, Thercforc doc as the Palme 
biddeth you ; lift vp your heads, O ye) ; 
and be yce lifted vp ye eucriattirg es; 
and the King of gloric will come in, With- 
drawec your minde fromall cuillhoughes, 
ard thinke vpon God and -podlineſle;, 


_ and ftudic how you may alwaics doe his 
*Will with diligence, and ſuffer his plcaſure 
with patience + aſſuring your ſclues, that if 
you gjuc your minde to ſerug him, hee will 
not faile you, nor forlake you; bur preſerue 
' wowuto his cucrlaſtmg kingdome and gloric: 
=. doc not endure retlunke, ſay, or doe any 
| rhing a dint your conſcience, bur alwaics be 
& => pleaſc God, q 
My heart becingnor knit vnto God, bur 
2 29\rheworid, I framed my religion to mine 
== action, and mine affection to imaginati- 
TE.” on; tuft, l was hote againſt the Romanere- 
=” hgion,then being much befreinded by.fome 
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cleaue thereunto withFfull purpoſe of heart; - 
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grew in odliking., 
ha] became sRecitl TL, WASI6 


Ss bl -> Bi "ID. 
into the Church of Rome by «' _ fie” 
Preift, and did what I could to We 

'others to leatie that way. Bur when 
Ka Ho was likely to fall ypon mee, I went \..8 
to (Church againe; and {o by little and lit- 
tle fell off: yer {p as whereſocuar I found 
any-of tit religion, I was (till ſurable vnes 
them, 

After this I becing kindely vied of ſome, 
that were commonly called Puritans, tooke 
liking of their opinions; yea and in ſome 
points was readie to runne beyond themz,.” 
and all this in great ſhew of zeale towards. 
God, ſo that I naade my felfe belecue, that T + 

was in the right waie, and did well. , 'Þ 

I doe- often wonder at my ſclfe, ham Þ 
feruent I was, firſt a Proteſtan, thens Roe 
mane Catholicke , afterward a Preciſian, fo he 
that I tooke vypon me torchbuke ma 
and {ome of bigh degree; as th opts 
beenc a verie man of God, full on the holy 
Ghoſt: whereas indeede the deuijllva 
my heart, and therefore all m were - 
finnefull, and dif eaſing vnto God +: eb 

© all yee Chriſtian people, raktheeds |: 
y/as mee; doe not eakely give your minde v0 
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z6d, Make conſcience berweene God and 
your ſoule of all that you thinke, fay,or doe, 
Scruc God in your ſpirit, vnfainedly tiy- 
, ning from finne, and {triving to pleefe him, 
Till you be thus ſetled in-true godhneffe, 
it is- vaine, yca and dangerous to hammer 
& meddlc with points of religion : for your 
heart beeing vnclcanſcd, and your affe&tions 
varighted, God-is not your leader, but the 
deuill : who will ſtrangely deceine you, and 
make you -proude of your doings, when 
, you ſtinke in your finnes before the face of 
God, Thercfore ſubmit your ſelves humbly 
toGod, weanc your ſoules from finne, that 


_ may be wedded' to IcſusChriſt, and by 


is#pirit bring forth ſuch fruits, as areglea- 
ing ro/God: which if you doe, God will 
farcty leade on into all truth, 'Of what fide 
focuer you. be. doe nothing againſt} your 
conicience , nor deſpiſe the'prattife of reli- 
gionimthem that arc contririe to your opi- 
won, Burt if you be ſure that they -arein a 
wrong Way, pitic them, and pfaie heartily 
ro Goi for themrhat hee will mefcifully in- 
hghten their mindes, and wrne their heats, 
To which cnde you muſt cndeauourto ferue 
vnder 


n: but firſt of all. 
tle your heart in the fcare, and loue of 


One COferrneve> 120 -—ATET A 

Saint James faith , he rhat entneth"Riigs favs 5 
ner from going out of his way , ſhall wie” FT. 
ſfoule from death , and ſhall coucr attiltia © 
rude of fines. In what afearcfull caſe we > 
they that ſacrifice many rothe devill, dri- N 
ving themt by enmitie, or drawing thei by | 
euill allurements, and naughtie examples as LY 
I hauc done, He that will offer the ſweere ſa- (47 
ctifice of turning others vnto God,muſt firſt 
with all diligence turne bimfelfe from finnej” 
that his life and conuerfation ray be hely; 
and vublameable : for then others will be- ;- / 
lceue that God is in him, and therefore they 
vill haue a good opinion of hitn, ARfl people 
by the light of naturall reaſon , doe honout 
yerrue and honeftic, But if your bebaniur l- | 
be faulcie; as mine is, and cucr hech beene,” © 
you are vnfit ro turfie others, being not tut 
:ed your (elfe. : | 

Secondly , if your confeience be cleate, 
ind your + Ade hood faulcleffe , you muy ; 
not diſdaine finners , as the proud Pharlfio Lak x8.) 
dis ; for then you marre all; becauſe pride 1s wed, et; 
of rhe deuill, and God refiſtetk the proude, ©" ** 
Aur you muſt pirtie their caſe thar doe eufill; py ts 
and mourne for theth, as King David did; 236, - -- 
[ oy , you muſt pray deuoutly veſts + 

z064- for chem , rhathe will mercifully ors © 
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; en of 4 
-daine ſome meancs to deliuer them out of 
- gheDeuills bondage ; and that ir may plcaſe 
«bimto giuc you the grace, to be one of his 
workemen in ſo honourable a buſineſle. 
Fourthly, you muft waite for any fit occa- 
fion that you may humblic and kindly in- 
treate them to confider well in what a dan- 
gerous caſe they arc; diſplcaſing God, ſcr- 
uing the deuill, and working their owne de- 
ſtruction, It you ſce, or hearc that any vnder 
your gouernment dae finne, whether it be 
your child, or your ſcruant, you are bound 
to breake them from their tinne, by faire 
mcancs, it it may be; cls by correction, and 
puniſhment. 
Bur if you ſce any ſuch finners, as are 
your berters in degree, or ſuch as you haue 
not the hcart to rebuke, you muſt ſo nuch 


the more carncitly pray vnto God for them, | 


and ftriuce more painefully to ſhew them by 
the light of your conucrſation what they 
ought to doc. 

When you goc about to tcll any one of 
his fault, take God in your minde, and 
humble your heart, that you may doe i in 
the ſpirit of merkencice, gentlenefle, peacea- 
blenefle , and paticnce ;®%arcfully ng 
out anger ; for the\vrath of man worket 
aor 
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not the __ ſnefſe of God. 
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Hee that doth worthily reccſue the holy” 


Sacrament of Chriſts-bodic, and bloode, 


gcthe r : for that Sacrament is a reprefentati- 
on & ſerting forth of rhe ſacrihce of Chriſt, 


God the father to pacific his wrath, and to 
purchaſe his grace for all people ; where- 
upon almightie God doth offer his gracious 
pardon, and heaucnly bleſſings to-all that 
will worthily recciue them, And if yout 
will worthily rccciuc the bodie, and blood 
of Chriſt, you muſt offcr vnto God, firſt a 
ſorrowfull heart for your ſinnes, confeſſing 
chem ro his gloric and your ſhame. Sccond- 
ly, you mult offer vnto God the ſacrifice of 
faith in Ieſus Chriſt, belccuing verily that he 
is the oncly Sonne of God, God and man, 
and crying vnto God for mercie in his name, 
beſceching God that for Chriſts ſake hee 


v1ll forgiue you your finnes,and clcanſe you 
rom alt fnnefulneſle, Thirdly,you muſt of- 
er vnto God a charitable heart rowards all 
people: for God will not accept your heart, 
It it be not: in charitic, yea ſcrled to keepe 
the vnitic of the ſpirit inthe bond of pate 
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loagen conſcience Ie - 
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doth offer vnto God many facrifices ro-' 


who m— the croſle offercd himſcltevnto: 
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Fourthly, you muſt offcr your ſelte whdt-. 
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ly vnco God, ve doe and to ſuffer his good 
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| l pl re, Fiftly, you muſt offcr humble and 
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. 'I did lore diſpleaſe Almightie God. The 
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bartic praiſe vato God, for all his gracious 
gifts giuen ynto mankind* ; ſpecially for gi- 
uing - qunely Sonne Teſus Chriſt to be our 
Saujour.Sixtly,you muſt offer of your goods 
3 fit{t fruitcs vnto God, towards the tup- 
plying of bread, and wine for the commu- 
nien; towards the releefe of the Miniſter, 
and of the poore, | 
By Bapriſme yce are graffed into Icſug 
Chriſt, as if hranchcs of a wilde vine wee 
graffed into a true vine; and by wat of 
xeceiuing the holy communion of Chriſts| 
bodic and blood, yee arc fedde and filled? 
with the graces of Chriſt, as graffes are} 
nouriſhed with the ſap of that rree, where. 
upon they are grafted. I wicked wretch re-! 
eciued firſt for faſtion ſake, negligently; 
afterwgrd inclinzng to the Romane religion 
I recciued for fcare of the Jawes of this land 
20amnſt my will, diſdainefully ; rckoning it 
as. a thing of naught; which I receiucd 
Whercby, I doe thinke, in ny conſcience 


Lord Iefus Chriſt giue grace, that no mat 
cp womaninay heveafegr receiuc his bedi 
.cpd blgodyaworthily, = 
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was not bleſſcd in that which I did practiſe 
All pcople be caretull ro pray alwaics, in 
the beginning, continuance, andending of 
all good employment. Whcnſoeuecr you are 
abpur ro thinke, to ſay, or-to doc any thing, 
pray vnto God, that he will for Chriſts ſake 
21uc you the grace to thinke, ſaic, and doe 
bis will; and for cucry blefhing which he 
giueth vnto you, be mindetull and forward 
ro giuc him thankes, When you purpoſero 
praic vnto him, or to praiſe him, quicken 
your faith in this n:anner : firit, belecue that 
'OU are in the fight, and hearing of God, 
ke it ſo verily, as you did ſec him with 
your bodily cics. Secondly, conhider his al- 
mightic maicſtic and your owne vile baſe- 
nefle,bcing as you are af1aner, duſt & aſhes, 
and thereupon humble your heart, as if 
you would caſt your ſelfc flarte vpon the 
ground beforc hna, Thirdly, with all reue- 
rence, and diligent diſcretion, lift vp your 
minde, and vtter your hcart vnto hin, You 
may well praic to God, or praiſe him in 
your heart, although your mouth ipeake ip 
not; but you cannot. well ſpeake vnto him 
with your mouth, vnlcſſe your hearg doe 
B 4 wholly 


I was not giuen to pray yo God, nor ” 
indeede knewe how to praie, and ——_— 
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wholly intend and thinke vpon that which 
you ſay: for it is your heart that God giueth 


>ahcede vnto, In your praicr and thankeſgi- 


uing ſhunne the pride of words;for God lo- 
ueth plaine ſpeach : and vſc no needlefle 
circumſtance ; becauſc hce loueth no idle 
words, Be ycry carctu!l, and fearcfull, leaſt 
in any thing, that you ſay vnto him, you 
difplcaſc him : for we are apt to _— 
God cuery way, yea euen when we thinke 
to pleaſc him. Pray veric leiſurely : for haſt 
maketh waſt, Becauſe I wanted inſtruction 
how to praic, Iam deſirous to helpe others 
the beſt that I can, Let your firſt prayer be 
for the forgiueneſſe of your finncs, in ſome 
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ſuch manner as this ; O almightic and moſt } 
dreadfull Lord God, ] loathſome ſinner vn- | 


worthic to liue in thy fight, doc humbly 


beſeech thee, thar for thine onely ſonne Ic- |} 


ſus Chriſts ſake, thou wilt vouchſafe to for- 
giue me my f(innes, and to clenſe me from 
my ſinfulneſſe ; that I may be thine humble 


” * and truc ſeruant : for vnto thee all honour 


and glorie js due world without ende, A- 
men, 

When you purpoſe to thinke vpon, to 
ſpeake,or ro doe any thing, pray for grace,& 
good fpcede; O almightic God, Lord of 


heauen 


oaae +14 


heauen , and carth, the onely giuer of all 
good ſpecde,and proſperitie, I beſecch hee 
ro forgiue me my finnes, and fo to bleſſe 

in this bufinefſe which now I doe intende, 
thatit may be proſperous to thy glorie, tho- 
rough Tefas Chriſt thine onely Sonne, who 
with thee, and the holy GhoR;, , three per- 
ſons, and one God , be honoured in heart, 
word, and deede,henceforth for cucr,and c- 


uer, Amen, 


When you receiue any blcifing, orpro=" 


ſperitic from God , praiſe him heartily ; O 
moſt bleſſed, and bountifull Lord God, 
what am I, that thou giueſt ſuch bleſſing 
vnto me? Iamavile ſinner worthie of no- 
thing but miſerie, and damnation: and ther- 
fore itis thy meere mercie, that I am thus 


bleſſed, O good Lord, I humbly beſeech 


thec to continue thy gracious favour ro-. 


wards me, and ro make me eucry way vn- 
fainedly thankefull vnto thee for the ſame, 
thorough Icſus Chriſt thine onely Sonne, 
who with thee and the holy Ghoſt, three 
perſons and one God, be vnfainedly praiſed 
for cuer, and cucr, Amen, 
When-ſickeneſle, or any adyerfitic fal- 
leth ypon you, the firſt thing you do,humble 
your ſelfe ynto God; O moſt holy, and righ- 
reous 
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teous Lord God , 1doe confefſc that thou | 


, maibſt iuftly deſtroy mec bodie and foulc, 


7 . . 
Vigr my many and gricuous finnes , where. 


with I hauec daily , and hourcly diſpleaied 
thee all my life long : therefore I am bound 
topraiſc thee, becauſc thou haſt ſuffered me 
all this while, and now docft ſo tauourably 
chaſten me , to the end that I ſhould repent, 
and not bee condemned. O moſt mightic 
Lord, nothing can happen vnto mee with- 
out thine ordinaace. Thereforc 1 beſeech 
thee, that I may humbly, patiently, and 
thankefully rake this thy corre@tion, to the 
amendemear of my life , and to the glorie 
of thy bleſſed name, thorough Ieſus Chriſt 
rhinc onely ſonae , who with thee, and thy 
holy Ghoſt, three perſons and one God, be 
rightly worſhipped , obcicd, and praiſcd for 
cucr, and eucr, Amen, 

-. When any croſlc , or aduerſitic doth lic 
ſo heauie vpon you, that you cannot endure 


- it, make humble ſupplicatian to God; O 


father of mercic and God of all comfort , I 
vile wretch am much gricucd vnder the 
buxden of my linnes ; and thou haſt nor laid 
the whole wetght of them vpon me; I doc 
heartily thank . that thou haſt not auer- 
whelmcd me with thy dreadfull mn 
whic 


In. To hc. Ces Pn 
ay A 


which I haue all my life time deſerued; and 


alſo I humblic beſcech thee, thar if ic may - 
ſtand with thy good pleaſure, thou wily 
vouchſafe to eaſe me of rhis, which Laowe 
ſuffer; that I may-the better be able to doc 
thee ſcruice; bur if it pleafe thee not,thy will 
is holy, thy wil be done; only ccuchiie me 
comfort and paricnce, moſt bleſſed Lord; 
that thy holy name may be glorificd of me 
in mine obcgicar ſuffering, thorough Ieſus 
Chriſt thine onely Jonne, who with thee 
and the holy Gholt, threc perſons, and one 
God, be honoured aud praiſed for cuer,and 
cucr, Amen, 

I was not accuſtomed ro {zy grace when I 
was young , bur ſometime {ade it for 3 
vaine glorie, and finding the faſhion of rhe 
world to be likc vnto the manner of bruit 
beaſtes , following nature , and nor grace, 
I became abeaſt my ſelfe , falling ro meate 
without any acknowledgement of Gods 
goodneſſe, Afterward finding that Ieſus 


Chriſt bimſclfe , and ai! good Chriftians, v--. | 


ſed to fay grace, I was touched in conſtr 
ence , and meant to vic it, but hauing nat 
thepower to ſubdue mine owne will, nor. 
the heart to contratric the courſe of them 
with w home T liued; I rcmained as a repro» 
: bate, 


bare, vricouth and vnframable to eucry good 
\, worke. -— _ 
 *,., All people, for Gods fake, accuſtome 
your {clues to haue grace before, and after 
you cate, and drinke; If it ſeeme vncouth 
vnto.you, as it dothro'many people, bec a- 
afraid : for it isan ill igne ovick that your 
| heart is a ſtranger to God, andif you be 
ſtrange to him he will be ſtrange to youg 
Therefore by any meanes ouercome that ill 
qualitic, and giue your ſclfe ro grace, But 
you may ſay, itis fo out of vſe with moſt 
| folk,that if I offer to ſay grace among them, 
i they wil thinke comebly of m— reckon 
| me a preciſe fooliſh bodie: 1 anſwer, firſt, 
if you be a diſciple of Chriſt, you ferue a 
| 700d maſter, be not a ſhamed of him and his 


{eruice, leaſt he be aſhamed of you at the 
day of ——_ Secondly, if you for ſer- 
uing God be ill thought of, a bleſſed ſoule 
| are you, Iris a great fauour of God, if hee 
$9 {ar.9.x6 vouchſafe ro giue you the grace to ſuffer any 
95 9>!3-yyrong for his ſake, For great is their reward 
pl j in hcauen , that are any way perſecuted for 
+. rightcouſneſle fake. 
| Grace before meate, 
Obleſſed Lord God, 1 humblie beieech 
thee ro pardon my finnes, and to blefſe the 
toode, 
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foode, which ir pleaſeth thee.to giile mee; 
that-I may be thereby nouriſhed, and made / 
able to ; bt thee true ſeruice in my calling} . 
through Icſus Chriſt thine oncly Sonne our 
Lord, and Sauiour, Amen, | 

Grace after you hage eaten, 
and drunken, 

OQ moſt mercifull Lozxd God, I am 
bound to giue rhece humble, and heartie 
thankes, for thy manifold bleſſings giuen 
vnto mee, and to all mankinde, Therefore I 
beſccch thee to giue me grace,that I may be 
continually thankefull vnto thee, thorough 
Jeſus Chriſt thine onely Sonne our Lord, 
Amen, 

Vſc often to ſay the Lords praier, fo cal. 
lcd becauſe our Lord Icſus Chriſt madeir, 
and taught it his Diſciples, 1tis a moſt hea- 
uenly praier,ſhort and ſweete, containing all 
that we neede in few words. Therefore you 
muſt fay it very leiſurely, and alſo rnd 
Randingly. 

According to my weake ynderſtanding, 
I will by the grace of God, briefly open 
vnto on the meaning of the Lords prajer: 
O Fat 


number I truſt, that by thy grace, I am one} 


Thy 


er of Teſus Chriſt, and thorough hiqz Tae Le 
the Father of all true Chriſtians, o which$ks 


' glorious maieſtic, and powerfull great- 
'\, Neſlc fillech heayen and earth; but in heauen 
thy ioyfull countenance is to be ſeene, Thy 
name is holy : O let the bolineſſe thercof 
be cuery day more and mare ſet forth, that 
al the world may honor thee in heart, word, 
and deede, Thou art the onely rightfull 
King of heauen, and carth ; bur the Deuill 
by teniptation hath made vs rebell againſt 
thee; Olct the kingdome of thy grace come 
into our hearts, and put out Satan for cucr- 
more, Thine Angels, and Saints in hcauen 
doc alt9gether obey thy will, O graunt that 
we. children of mcn here ypon carth may 
likewitc be obedient vnto thee in all things. 
Our bodics doe daily necde the comforta- 
ble ſupplic of foode, raiment, lodging, and 
ſuch like; O gint vs therefore ſuch continu- 
all comfort, 4s thou knoweft we cannot be 
without; and becauſe it is dangerous to our 
ſoules to hauc roo much, or too little of 
worldly goods, we beſcrch thee ro giue j 
neither more, nor lcflc; bur iuſt fo much, 
as byrhy grace, may beſt fit vs to ferne and 
pleaſe thee. Our finnes doe deferue thy 
\rrathfull vengeance, and cuerlaſting tor- 
*meut in hell fire;yer of thy wonderfult mer- 
*cie tho docit offer ynto vs thy gratious 
pardon 


| cherefore both ſhall be caſt away , with 


$ way from mee, ye workers of vnrightcoyC- Marg p. 
2 neſle. LS ' 


Edicnt vnto your Lord God, and:doc 
Sthinke, ſpeake, write , heare, or oflle 
this name, or his word.wichout duc iſcretts 
gon and great reuerenge. z I 


if you weafe the Kings lidenig,” ſeryer 


the Kiugs enemic, You were ;chrttenec 
the name-of the father , and of the Sonne,” 
and of rhe holy Ghoſt: therefore ſeruc God, , 
and not the Dcuill, lcaſt it be 'prooued (21 
againſt you ar thc day of iudgement , that 4 
yee tooke Gods name in vaine, and fo yebe | 
m_ ouiltie, At that daie neither (hall the 
preaching , nor the onely hearing of \ 
_ word be allowed : for both rake the 
name of God in vaine, becauſe the one 
reacherh,, and practiſerh not; the other | | 
COS. and doth not the will of God; v4 


| this gricuous ſentence , I knowe you ndt; a- 


Therefore frame your ſclucs to bee obe® 


Ms 


, Doer not make {: reckoning of 
God, as to vic his name, or or his word indie. 
neſſe. * z 

It is idleto call ypon de of God — 
vithout good cauſe, and regcerxengy manner; 5 
as fore will ſay ,0God, whatrteR is this! 
C1 O Ie- 


v.*4 FIJcſy! who-cuer heard the like! In any ſuch 
eaking , you are too bold with your 


It is allo a vaine taking of Gods name, 


to praiſe hum in ſcorning , or blaming 0- 
thers; as fome will not be content to ſay of 
art idle bodic , he liucth idly ; but chey will 
fay, God bee thanked heliucth idlelie. O 
doe not thanke God for any finne, becauſe 
you ſhould ſo doc him great wrong : and of 
all chings he cannot abide it to be noced as} 
the cauſe of finne, which is farre from his} 
. moſtholy narure. Be nor a common ſwearer:}} | 
for aman giuen to ſwearing , ſhall be filled} ' 
with wickednefſe, You ought not to call# ! 
God to witnefle, vnlefle | on be orear 
necede, and none other meancs to make © 
the truth knowne. O how grieuous it is tot 
hcare people, od and young tfweare by God 
SJvithout feare of his di{pleature. Some ſwears 
riot by God but by their faith and troth; byt+ 
the Maſſe; by ſome Saint; by gold, and filff _ 
uer, and many other wiyes. But doc not youſ© 
ſo: for itis difplcaſing to God to ſweare byſÞ3 
that which :5 not God, Q 
kr is called fwearing when any ſay , Godſ'* 
woundes, Gods blood, Gods heart; Godg-' 
nailes , Godsfoore, &c, but youſhall hears 


WG ten 


wh 


\ch | what Chriſt will call ic , when he ; 5 pi 
iudgemient, In the meane time yſe ng Has 
raging ſpeaches; for they grieuouſly rake” 


our 


ne, | the nameof God in vaine. F 
 0- Bleſſe your ſcife from curſing and bans * 
of I niug : for curſing is the vengeance of God. 
will 8 He that: wiſheth vengeance to fall ypog bis | 
Off ycric eacmie, had neeve 40 be well aditiſegt Luks 
uſe} what ſpirit is within him, Take heede.how oo 
d of & you heare the word of God, that yau.be nat * \ * 
{ as} negligent, nor contentious, aor daigtie , nor +» | 
his vaine glorious ; but diligeatly hunger and 
xrer:{ thirſt for the pure aud plaine word of God, 
led which if you recciue it 10 meekeneſle, it is 4 

call# ble to ſave your ſoule. 
wear} Some make icftcs of Gods word ;.. bus ,* - 
nake# doe not you ſo. Foritis ill iefting with edge | 
is to tooles, ' = '? 
God Doe not allcadge any part of Godsweng ©. :\ 
:carcJÞut toa good and godly ende; and is the © 
> bygfcare of God, IN 
df Take heede how you make any v0W2 £0; ++. 
t youg&0d , or how you ptomile any thing with an 
re bath; for when you have vowedor fworne, 
our ſoule is bound, Therefore befpte you: | 
God$owe, confider whether it be'pleaſing-te#. © 1® 
God-od, and in your power to perforine ; and © 
hearyhen you haue made ſuch a vowe, rather 
wh C 2 looſe 


- 
£ 


- 'ypon you , acknowledge your felfe to haue 


looſe your life, then breake ir. Teſus Chriſt 


keepeyou from becing a vow-breaker , as 1 


am; ' 
Mocke no bodic with their pouertie , 
lamencfle, blindnefſe, or with any thing 


whieh they cannot helpe ; leaſt you take thre. 


name of God in vainc, For Salomon faith , 
he that mocketh the poore , reproacherh his 
maker, 


Itis amoſt horrible thing to blaſpheame 


almightic God; that is , to thinke,, or viter | 
any thing diſhonourable vnto him, It is | 


dangerous in ſome things to ſpeake that of 
God, which is true. Becauſe our blinde vn- 
derſtanding is not ablc to fce the depth of his 


wiſedome , and rightcouſnefſe, Therefore 3 


it is your fafeſt way,to be throughly perſwa- 


ded, that God in whatſocuer he doth , or © 
ſuffereth to be done , is moſt perte&tly wile, | 


and righteous; and to reſraine your minde 


fromprying into the high queſtions of Gods | 
fore-knowledge, and predeffination: for the | 


more you looke =_ the ſunne, the worſe 
you ſhall ſce, andthe more you ſceke into 
the ſecrets of God, the weaker will you vn- 
derftanding be, 


Whatrſocuer calamitic , or miſerie falleth 


dC 
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your hearggwholly to God, and praiſe 


Sg | plcaſe him, and moſt eaſe your ſelfe, They- 
. JF that wickedly blanze God for any thing, 
» | which cometh to paſle, doc but wrong his 
15 | bleſſed maieftic, and hurt chemlſelucs, Al- 

though all things doe croflc, and contraric 
nc | ynto you, yet praiſc and bleſle the name of, 
cr | God continually, yea to the death, and in 
iS & dying, Ncucr deſpaire of Gods goodnefle, 
of # but confeſſe his rightcouſneſle, - and: your 
n- F owne vnrightcouſncs, and ſo yeeld your ſ{clte 
\1s ® to his good pleaſure, | 


= as —_ 
we '] Neuer kept holy the Sabbath day,-and 
ic, & Ltherefore am full of all vnholineſſe , I for- 
de } ſook ce the Church to followe cucric vane 
= pleaſure, or worldly profit, I trauciled ypon 

Sundaycs in ſeruice time, And whenT went 
ric Yeo Church, the Deuill perſwaded mee to 
NO F come late, that I might tarric the lefſe-while 
VN- Fthere, Comming into the Church, I rooke no 

heedethat I came into the houſe of God, to 
cth Boraywnto him, and to learne my dutie out 
ac Jof his word; and firſt Lleancd vpona ſeate, 
dCe Fj . C 3 ot 


ler! COMPOrentE. 7t- > 
deſgrued it, yea, and-nuch more; Submit,” - 
25 well forrglverinic, as for profperitie ;for-++ - 
'» | that is m&ere, and: right ; So you ſhall beſt. 


d) 
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8 kteled charily vpon one knee, hiding my 
fate, or moouing my lippes, that others 
right thinke I praied, when indeede ] ci- 
ther faide nothing, or with no devotion. 
T' littfe regarded what the Miniſter prayed, 
or Whar hce reace in the word of God; and 
if there were any ſermon, I minded not to 
hearcit ; bur wiſhed for an ende of ſervice, 
and {ermon, that I might goe to my dinner, 
#nd then to my vaine delights As for euc- | 
nivg preyer I cither loſt it, or came ſhort vn- , 
tS jt, or howſoeuer, T made no reckoning ® 
df it, bring wholly given to fooliſh paſtime, # 
Thus I made Sunday the worſt day of the | 
wecke, and my ſclfe the worſt Gnner of all ! 
the world. But doe you make jt the beſt 
daic of the weeke, that you may be euerie 7 
$abbach daie, by the gracc of God, made © 
better and better; till ar the length you be 3 
ft r6 enter into the cuerls ſting Sabbarh,and 
reſt of God in heauen. Therefore leaving 
=_ worldly affaires, and weaning your 
earrs from all pleaſures of fnne, you muſt 
defiroufly intend to keepe holy rhe Sabbat 
daie. Ariſe early inthe morning, fall down 
ypen your knees, 'and humbly praje vnrc 
G8; that hee will giuc you prace to keep 
t9»ly his abba daie, accordiag to his wi 
<3 -—_ Pre 


7p 


Prepare your ſclfe ſo carefully to goe » 


7 vi the Church, as if you were to p22 
S of this world into heauen, Be not deckt in 
mn. your apparell, as if you were to plaie a part 
d, in a ſtage plaic, or amay-game; but come 
id | into Gods houle, as an humble ſuirer, in 
_ ſuch Chriſtian prove of raiment, as 
e, decently may ſhewe the lowclineſſe of 


r, your heart ; leatt you diiplealc Gad, and his 


ic. | Angels; and giue much offence ro Gods 
n. & people, yea, and hinder your owne deuoti- 
ng $ on; asIhaue done, Alas { I hauc beene ex- 


ne, # cceding vaine,aud tooke great pride in Come 
* ming gaily to Church, and ſo I quenched all 
all * dcfire of feruing God, defiring chiefly to 
xe} > ice, and to be ſeene, 
-rie % Come to Church with the firſt, and nox 
ade 3} With the lait, leaſt you come too late to 
| be 3 fpced. Be moxedehrous and more delighted 
and to ſcrue God,*then to doe any thing ele, 
ing} Foritis hee to Whonic you, nuwlt truſt, all 
our} other things will decciue you, and forſake 
nuts you. If you be diligent ro ſcrue God, hee 
athf} vill be carefull co ſaus you,he will Joue you, 
wy he will come vnto you, and dwell with you, 
vor} When you enter into the Church, humble 
& your hearts, kneele downe vpon your knees, 
lift vp your mindeto God, cric hin mercie 
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' for your finnes, crauc his grace in Chriſt Te= 
ſus, that you may truely pleaſe himin all that 
you ſhall thinke, ſay, or doe, 

When the Miniſter readeth the prayers 
appointed, ioyne you with him : thinke thar 
which hee readeth word by word;and at the 
endec of cuery prayer, ſay heartily , Amen, 
When any part of Gods word is read, giue 
diligent earc, as though God himſclfec ſpake 
vnto you from heauen, When the Miniſter 
or any other is about to preach, praie car- 
neſtly to God in your heart, that God will 
giuc him grace rightly to vnderſtand, and 
wellto vtter that which is needfull to be 
preached, Doe not deſire to heare fine 
words, or wittie conceits : for the word of 
God 15 moſt powerfull to ſaluation, when it 
is moſt _— preached ; becauſe the mind 
intendeth onely the will of God, the heart 
yecldcth wholly to the warking of the holy 
Choſt. Although the preacher be long in 
his ſermon, yet be not wearie, but giue heed 
ro his words vnrtill hee have made an endc: 
for itis a diſhonour vnto God, if you neg- 
Ie ro heare his meſſenger. Take heed that 
you doc not giue any occaſion to other folk, 
to turne their bs þ from ſcruing God, to 


gaze vpon you, or tolooke ypon any thing 
whic 


a ere, 


OPS 


loaden conſcience. 35, 


which you bring into the Church with yousz * 
for ſo you ſhould doe much harme vnmo| . 
them, and wrong vnto God. All the while; 


that you are in the Church, keepe your mind 
ſeadfaſtly ypon God: let nothing mooue 
= to turne your eyes this way or that way, 

ut as a diligent waiting man, attend vpon 
your Lord and maſter , who will be greatly 
pleaſed ro ſec your heart and minde carneft- 
ly intended vnro him, Satan wil practiſe ma- 
ny deuiſes to turn your heart from God,ſpe- 
cially by ſhewing you fine and beautiful wo- 
men , who doe commonly come gliſtering 
into the Church after ſcruiceis well begun, 
aud then fit, or ſtand in the fight of men, 
When ſeruice is done, berake your {elfe vato 
God, and depart our of the Church : for it 
is no fit place to ralke of worldly matters,” ” 

If you muſtneedes reckon, or pay, or re- 
cciue money vpeathe Sabbath day, yerlerir 
be after euening praycr, 

Were I worthy to giue you counſell , you 
ſhould eate and drinke very meaſurably on 
Sunday at dinner, that you might berhe fit= 
ter to hos God alſo in the afternoone, Ma- 
ny come ſeldome in the afternoone, becauſe 
they cannot find in their heatt ro leaue rheir 
worldly pleaſure, or profir:and ſome thinke, 


they 


I 
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they.can ſcrue God fo wellat home, 25 at 
Church. Bur doe not you looſe cucting 
prayer , leaſt you lopfc that which is prayed 

« Hee jsna good feryant that will got 
waite vpon his maſter both at dinner, and at 
ſupper. And goc you to Church, forthere 
all the pariſh 1oynerth jn prayer wich you, 
wherefore you ſhall bec __ the ſooner, 
Some that you make leaſt reckoning of may 
begin greater fayour wich Ged , zhen your 
ſelfe, and then you ſhall ſpcede the berter in 
praying wich them, What cauſe ſocucr you 
alleadge of not comming to Church , others 
Wwill-be readic ro followe your” example : for 
they will thinke they may as well looſe their 
prayers 25 you, 

The better day , the better deede : theres 
fore loue to doe any worke of charitic to 
ſuch 25 neede vpon the Sabbuth day : to re- 
keeve the poore, to viſit the facke, to counſell 
the at. to comfort the comfortleſlc, 
and-to make peace betweeune parties that arc 
md:ſagteement.Delight not nuwch in world- 
paſhme : for 1 is like the burning of 


be fies, which maketh a great crackling for 


« little while;bur by and by all the noiſe com- 
meth to nothing, O take it vpon my cxperi- 
ence; if you wedde your heart to worldly 

tot: = - 
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joy, you ſhall inthe cnde be ioylefle. Theres , 
fore giue your minde ro conſider rightly of 
d time to come, and ſer your loue and d 
2X ypon God, and a ere conſcience : fox 
a is a continuall feaſt , which -neuer will forſake 
'e you. And if you had once well taſted it , you 
ly would not exchang? it for all the worlds 
F. good, 1 ſay againe, acquaint your heart 
y with heauenly ioy berime: for as that cloach 
ir ' which is throughly dicd black,will afterward ky. 
n take none other colour, ſo the heart which.is 
4 fully poſſeſſed with the loue of worldlyjoy, 
'S F will verichardly be turnedto love the toy of 
r 3 God, 
_ Our bleſſed Lord God for Iefus Chrifts 

& fake, vouchſafe to giue you grace, that you 
may reſt in him, _ oy in him, which is che 


right keeping holy of the Sabbath day. 
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The terrible wrath of almightic God?! 

I horribly diſhonoured my farherand 
mother euen from my birth, vnrill chey were 
dead and buried. . Therefore 1 could never 
take good rooxe in any place whitherſocuer | 
I came : great mtanes of happinefſe baue 
beene offered ynto mie, bur throvghwantef.,,* 
grace IT haue alwaies lived wrerchedly, 53 

"y and 
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and runne into many gricuous aduerſities, I 
beganne to diſhenour, greiue, mocke, and 
ſcorne my deare mother, ſo ſoone as I could 
ſpcake;andfell into an helliſh vngraciouſnes, 
wherewith I hauc diſgraced,and miſuſed my 
ſelfe euer fince, In time alſo 1 beganne to 
diſhonour, and grieue my father ; in which 
curſed finne I continued till his death: Ther. 
fore few and troubleſome arc the daies of my 
life : and that which is worſt of all, an cuill 
ende is falling vpon me, 

All children rake warning by mc; honour 
$a parents in heart, in word,and in deede, 
eucrence them, obey them diligently, 
and firive to: pleaſe them, Then will 
God ſurely bleſſe you, and you ſhall 
03.95 in bodic and ſoule, But it you will 

c lead by the deuill ro deſpiſe your parents, 
to diſobcy them and gricuc them , God will 


deſpiſe you , greeue you , and deſtroy | 


you. If you haue any way misbchaucd your 

ſelucs to your parengs , crie rhem mercic 

ypon your knees, and' bumbly intreat them 

to-pray vnto God, that hce will forgiue 
Ou, 

! If your parents doe neede your helper, 

helpe them tothe veric vttermoſt of your 


power, When they be ſicke, goe vnto them, 
; Lartic 
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tarie about them, be readie, and put forth , 
your ſelfe to doe any thing for them, Oh 
that children did know what is the worth 
of a fathers, or mothers bleſſing, when their 
hearts be comforted by the dutifulnefle of 
their child ! They would rather then faile, 
creepe vpon their hands, and knees to pleaſe 
them, 

The Deuill knoweth this to be true, and 
therefore blinderh childrens eyes, and hard- 
neth their hearts, leaſt they, by honouring 
their father and mother, ſhould procureto 
themſcluces the manifold bleſſings of God, 
When your parents die, mourne for them, 
and buric them in ſcemely ſort, 4 

Neuer endure to fay or heare any word 
againſt your farher, or mother, 

If you haue any — and grand- 
mother, you muſt honour them as your fa- 
ther, _ mother, Honour your vnckles, 
auntes, brethren, and ſiſters, yea and all 
your kindred, for your fathers, and mothers 
fake, Morcouer, honour all them that haue 
beene friends to your father, and mother: 
you muſt honour the King as: your father, 
for hee vnder God preſeruerh you in peace 
from iniuric, and violence. You muſtlouc 
your conntry, as your mecther : for init you 

were 


* 


were borne and brought vp. You nuſt 
- hogour. them that arc in authoritic vnder 
the King, and all your tupcriours. For they 
are meanes to keepe good order, that you 
'may liue a quiet life in all godlincſſe, and 
honeſtie, Meddle not with '{tate-matters 
abouc your calling; for it is a ſpice of are. 
bellious nature to call the doings of higher 
powers into gueſtion, and to finde faule 
with them, If any thing ſceme amiſle, praie 
humbly to God, that hee will mercifully 
cauſe it tobe amended; and doc you care- 
full, cndcauour to wr:14 your owne fclfe, 
For it may be that vour wnis is ſome part of 
Cauſe, why there 1s ary want of grace.in you 
gouernors, This is your beſt waic; and aot 
to ſpcake cuill of thoſe which are in authori- 
tie, as I hauc wickedly done, 
; "I You nutt honour Archbiſhops, and Bi- 
We: - ſhops, and-all-Chriſts Miniſters as Fathers, 
For their office is to feede your ſoulcs ; ſpe- 
cially t+ Miniſter of the pariſh, wh&ein 
War, you liuc, who in matters of ſfaluation is as a 
+ 9.%c. mother to nurce you, and. as 2 Father to 
of traincyou, and each you, Haue alwaics a 
revereut opinion of your mmiſter:for other- 
wiſe: you ſhall greatly indanger your ſoules, 
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If your heart be poſſeſſed witha diſlike- 
of your Miniſter, goe ro ſome other Church 
to heare the ſcruice of God, vniill you bein 
2 berter minde; leaſt the iY conceit of this 
Miniſter make you to miſtake and be diftas 
tted with that which hee preacherh, readeth, 
or praicth, For then you ſhould be in a 
fearefull caſe, and the deuill would enterin- 
ro you, and make you loath the holy ſervice 
of God, | 

SS Whiles you live, bleſſe your ſclfe from 
ſaying, and doing any thing, that may diſas | 
ble the Miviſter of Chriſt : fortharwereto , 
deſpiſe Chriſt himſelfe. | Fr 

| If you fay, hee is thus, and thus vnfirfor , 4 

# his calling. T anſwer, as before, if hee beFo, 

# youare bound to piay that hee maybe ©. 22; 

$ mended, Whar warrant haue youto indigg2! £ 
$ Gods Miniſter? Take heed. $2 
I was once a naughtie ſernant; and rherg=- "8 
fore doe intreatc all ſeruants ro honour them * 
whoſe ſeruants they are, as if they were 
their fathers, 2nd mothers, reuerencing, 0» 
beying, and ſerving them faithfully. Bleſſed 
arc all good feruants : for ;wherher "chk - |. 
maſters vſe them well, or no, God willfer +. 
faile ro power his bleſſing vpon thei, Pur ©. 
hee will ſuccly puniſh aaughtie ſcruants,and 
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Y -. naughtic maſters, TAPS, 
nn onourall your freinds;,and well willers: 
for they are, .ox would be, as your parents, 
meanes to preſcerue you, Hatc my barbarous 

ropertic, and' never be vokind to any that 
faach beene kind t oyou, although he be tur- 
ned fromafreind to an encmic, 

One vnkindneſſc, yea many times a falſe 
ſuſpition of vakindnefle, hath made mie di- Þ 
ſhonour my kind freinds; Burt if you will | 
pleaſe God, prattiſe the contrarie, let: not 
many vnkindnefſes cauſe you to forget one 
kindaeſſe; but let one kindneſſc put many 
vnkindneſſes quite out of minde. 

Reuerence your elders, and all that are | 
inar.”' gitt or grace of God better then you: Þ 
for tlicy arc as fathers and mothers vnto you | 
ty doc you ſome good, art leaſt by cxam- 

le, 

, God made all people in his own like. 
neſſe, and there is none ſo low but that he 
may one way or other do you good ; at leaſt 
by exerciſing your patience if he be faulric, 
or your enemic ; much more by praying for 
you,if you giuc him cauſc ſo to doe : there- 
fore honour all people, cucn your enemies, 
Andlet your owne conuerſation be wiſe and 
yextuons, lcaſt you doc as Ihaue done, di- 

ſhonou- 


ſelfe, whenyou begin ro diſlike or deſpiſe, +) * 
any bodit: For euen as when your + 
out of talt, you cann ot reliſh any _ be it 
ucuer ſo gogd ; foif your minde be ill c0q* 4 
ceited of an other, whatſocuer he faith 6r da@« + * «2 
cth you condernne it. But you may ſay, ſhall 
I not diſlike ſuch as I doe fee ane heare rg be 
euill? I an{were firſt, you may by fight , and ; 
Ehearing take your talt amifle , as the Phdri« Laws 
Eſc did in diſliking the Publican; whoſe hearr + 
xvas berter liked of God then the Phariſies, 
hat diſliked hym, Secondly, although an 0« 
her bc indeede ſo bu 25 You ſee and heare bs 
What ic is; yet thou muſtdiſlike him: none 
Drherwiſe theu for your owne finries you di« 
: Mike your ſclfe, Sorry you are and much 
Wiſplcaſed with your tinnes , if you be a tru: 
Whriſtian;bur yer you hatc not your felfe,you 
M2 nat raile vpon your ſeii-; but loving 
our ſelfc you hide your faulrs : So muſt you 


the Woc to others, for if you loue them, loue co- 

calt Wereth 2 mulcitude of finnes. But if you hate | 

tic, ſoy of Gods people you arc a murderers 9 
"+ < r.loh.s. x 
for Wcrefore take heede,, tollowe the counfelL a: 


frhe holy Ghoſt, wharſocuer cauſe. is gi- rhe 
n you to be angric, pacifie your ſelfe,, 'and 
© not wrath ſtay long in your heart leaſt 

u carerraine the deuill , who will fill ar 
2 wit 


with hate, and defire of reuenge, Tf any doe 
Hurt, yow in word -or deede:, firſt contider 
well, whether you hauc giuen any cauſe ei- 
ther ſpecially touching rhar partic, or by a- 
\misbehauiour; examine your heart W 
fore the face of (Zod; as he ſhall iudge your 
foule,. and if youtfinuc your ſclfc any way in 
fault ;:crie God mercic both for your- owne 
_ > . fannes, andforhisthat hath thercupon done 
"you harme;. for if.you had not giuen cauſe, 
tee had not-finned in karming-you by word 
or deede, -oo | 
- But if your canſcicnce be cleare, that you 
be hurt by them, to-whome-you haue giuen 
na:cauſe, then it you can hauc true paticnce, 
ouarc Gods owne childe. If a man were by 
the Lawes of the Realme condemned to dic 
xgricuous death , and might eſcape with 
condition that his coate ſhould be bcaten , 
andhe take it patiently , it is to be thought 
that he would be vecric glad of the conditi- 
on, and ftriue to bo paticntz you arc a inner, 
and thercforc by the lawe of God worthy to 
ſuffer death in hell fire , where the damned 
are cucrin extreame pangs of death , and yct 
they ncuer die, God of his mercie offcrcrh 
you pardon through Icſus Chriſt,vpon con- 
dition that you ſhall paticntly ſuffer the ad... 
£4447 ucrhitics, 


— 
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uerhties,and iniuries of chig wortd, > Flere 
forc tooke well to your ſ{clts, andby:yo 
patience kcepe your : ſouke ;, Jea-broaking, 
the condition you, forfen: your nel dogs, 
ſo be rormented. Take heed howyou indgen is 
of wy bodic ,for you may be many. waico des 
cciucd; eucn 1n that 1whieh-you: ſee, muchy 
morc in that which you heare, and moſt ofr 
all in that which you {urmile,. , _<- onod 

Doc not wiſh, no nor magine any- chill. 
trohappen ypon any- ob Gods peoples -but 
thinke, and with well co all, yeatoyoure, 
yemies, praic carneft{y:to, God for them, 
Doe not rcioyce x01ce, or heare any.euul. oh 
others, but {orrowe- and $£reeue at it ; hor * 
gricuc to ice or heare of, the: profperitic-of 
others, but rcjoyce at it} Fhen ase yout if 
charitic; clic nor, ja Þ 

Whatfocuer aduerſitie kappeuced VAL@ 
you, humble your ſel!e ro God, and rake it - 
Paticnaly, lcaft you hurt both bodic & ſonle 
with worldly | co as I hauc done, Hayy 

a £o0od conicience towards God; and bc in 
charitie and peace. with all-pcople; then nas 
thing Can QUCFCOME YOU, *- 1 » "64 

Be flowers ſpcake and.when, you ſpeake 
let your jpeach : gracigus, powdred. with 
heauenly jak; that yen way haxzine none af 
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The burthen of a 
Gods people inany word that you vrrer, 
Betpre you ſ{peake, be well aduiſed whar' 
you ſay; of whome, and to whome, whar 
you ſay? for you muſt giuea reckoning of 
cuery idle word, One necdlefle word draw- 
cth eut an other, and commonly cauſeth | 
much cuil] communication, Take heed of 
whome you {peake : for yeu muſt not call | 
any bodies name into queſtion, vnleſſe it be 
36 ſome good and charitable purpoſe. Tt is 
an bellifh propertic of mjne to occaſion 
ſpeach of any inplace where they are likely 
t6 bc i!l iþoken of, (hereby I ſet them as a 
wmarke for orh <5 to hoore at, . 
Take heede to whome you fpeake : for | 
faxne are of that qualitie, that you can hard- Þ# 
lie faic any thing to them, but they will pick 
ſome euill out of it. Thercfore let your 
words bc few,and wiſcly ſpoken, : 
Neuer fpcake word to reproach any gran, | 
woman, or child, Iris naught to rcuile our 
encmic,worfe to ſpcake ill of higfthar neucr þ 


* a+ 
£ us: 


did you harme; but an horrible wickednefic # * 
»o diſgrace your friend. Some will fav; Is it Y ” 
not lawfull to call a fpade, a fpade? 1] avſwer 
y þy a notable example. $. /*de writerh 
a Michac} zhe Archangel] being inftrife 


with the Dcuil,durft not giue any reproach- 
; full 


lhoaden conſcience. '9 
full word, Whic durſt he not? Surelie for 
diſpleafing God. Ifit be diſpleating to God, 
that an holie Angel ſhould fpcake any re- 
proach tg the deuil,how can we fafcly quip, 
taunt, reuile,dcefame,curſe,and banne one an - 
othcr ? 

A word of reproach is grieuous to him 
of whome it is ſpoken, maketh others to 
thinke hardly of him, and may cauſc his de- 
ſtruction, 

Curſers are murderers, for if it pleaſe 
God, to ſuffer their curſc to take effect, the 
partie curſed is murdered by the deuil, 

They that ſooth and flatter others in cuil, 
are murderers: for they thruſt them forward 
into deſtruction, 

Neuer practiſe any deccit to draw an other 
into danger : for God hateth blood-thirftie 
and deceitfull men, 

Be not double rongucd, to ſpeake faire to 
ones face, and foulc bchind his backe, 

Make no debarc, nor be atale-carrier:for 
all ſuch are ſer a worke by the deuill,to cauſe 
miſchicfe, and murther in the world 

Vicno man, woman, or child WS 
bly : be kinde to all, and cruell ro none, Be 
carcfull ro ſuccour the necedie, leaſt they pee 
riſh through want of thar which you mighe 
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doc for them. Goe often to them that are 
licke, but goe with a good intent, to good 
+ Purpolc. Sickneſle warneth the icketo Prc- 
Pare towards hcaucn, Therefore you muſt 
not tz!k much of earthly matters: for a {mall 
13L couch plucketh him downeward that is 
xz weakely going vp the hill; but hclpc him 
| vpwar d the beſt that you cau with hcaucnly 
communication, 
Take heede that you giue none cuill cx- 
ample in w ord or dced, for it is like the pey- 
| ſoncd infection of the plague, which nwy 


goe farre, and cauſe the deſtruction of | 
many, t2 
It vou would be cleare from all bloody 
guiltincile, ice from enmitic, and labour to 

>C in pcace, and ro make peace. 
To bc in peace; firſt and forcmoſt with 
God: tor. if there be enmitic betweene 
God, and you, you take the way to mur- 
der your owne ſoulc; Secondiy, it you can 
poſſi. with a good conic: ence haue peace 
with all people, yea ſuc, and fceke tor it, 
Becauſe enmitic can hardly be without 
much vncharitableneſſc. And gricuous is 
the dznger thereof; as I ince and feele b 
woetull Experience. If your wajcs plcaſc 
God, 2s tine did -==L4 6 wall Make your 
CNC- 
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enemies to be in peace with you. -And then. / 


you ſhall proſperouſly praftiſe to be a make-+ 
peace. berweene God and your neighbour, 
and berweene neighbour and nchgnbouks by 
your godly life , and good countecll, When 
you ſce or heare thar any are in cnmitie, ur 
tic their caſe, as if their houſes were a fire, 
and they, themſelues likely to bee burned, 
pray vato God forthem , that they may be 
rightly agreed; and praCtiſe what good 
meanes you can to quench the fire; bur 
come not too neecre it, leaſt you bealſo fi 
red ; meddlc not roo much with the points 
in controyerhic : for it is a very daungerous 
bulineſſe, Keepe your ſelfe alwaics indiffe- 
rent, not holding with one, nor with the o«, 
ther: for a, partaker cannot be thought to 
bcare an eucn hand þerwecne them, Res 
member wel the ſaying of Salomon, Is is 


honour for a man ta keepe himſelfe our of _ 


contention z but fooles will be medling. 
Striue to hue quietly: So ſhall you eſcape 
many troubles, prencnt much miſchicfe, and 


mioy many bleſh ngs, 
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At how ſhall 1 doc; without holi- 
nefie none ſhall ſee God ; I have als. 
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'* The burthen of 4 

waies pofſcſſed my bodice in vnholineſſe, 
and diſhonour : for cuen from my childc- 
hood I was, and am dcfiled with fleſh- 
ly luft, which hath conſumed my body, 
and Ceankred my ſoulc, fo that Iam before 
God a moſt ougly monſter, and a dereſta- 
ble loathtome wrerch. This helliſh fire was 
firſt kindlcd in my hcart by ſecing lewde be- 
haujour, and harkening to filthie talke, 
whereby I grewe to be of ſo beaſtly an ima- 
gination , that Icould hardly ſee or hcarc 
any thing , but preſently I turncd it ro ſome 
meaning of luſt. To quench this fire I ſome- 
time thought vpon Origens remege, ſame- 
rime I purpoſed marriage, bur all in vaine: 
for to this day I continuc inflamed with ir, 
and neuer had the grace to be freed from 
it, 

O all ye children of men , live in the feare 
of God, and beginne bctimes to hare this 
fooliſh and filthie finne : ſor if ir once take 
poſicſhon of your heart, it will haunt you 
like an cuill ſpirit, Therefore doc nor endure 
to ſce, hearc, or thinke aty vncleannefſe, 1f 
any bcginne to ralke, ads , or ling mattcr 
of bealtlinefſſe , lee. quy, of their companic: 
for it is the dcuill that ſetterth them a worke 


to firc your hearts, Whatſocuer lewd = 
et, 
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{ oaden conſcience. $3 
tet, booke, or picture cometh to your hands, 
rearc it all to peices, or bilffic it to aſhes: 
for whoſgeue r made,it the Deuill deuifcd it 
tor your deftruQtion. If God doe ſee that 
you hate all cauſes of filrhinefle, he will loue 
you deerely, and many excellcnt graces hee 
will giue ynto you. 

Parents,and gouernours of children keep 
them carefully from the delight of this finne. 
It is not good that boyes, and girles ſhould 
lie in bed rogerher, nor play In prjuate pla- 
ces:for the Feit watcherth his time to work 
his rempration ypon them. It is {trange , and 
{[ ſhould nor belecue it, but that I remember 
it, fince I was a child , how younglings wil 
draw one an other to this ftthic finne, 

All people, if you defire by the grace of 
God, to be preſcrued from this fierie filthi- 
neſle, in the name of Teſus Chritt, fertle your 
hearrs ro pray, and ro practiſe tor chaſtitic, 

O moſt holy Lord God, who in the be- 
ginning of this world didft make man and 
woman , and marrie them together, ordai- 
ning that they ſhould with ſo vndeftied 
hearts increaſe their kind, as in cating and 
drinking they nouriſh their bodjes : But e- 
uer fince Sathan by temptation had drawne 
them away from thee, rhinc holy ordinance 
1s 


54 The byrthen of a 
is proken, for people doe rather giue them- 
{clucs.to the delight of bealtly lutt, ther to 
the defire of bleſſed encreaſe , Whereupon 
they pamper , and paint out themſclues,thax 
sbcy may followe their filthineſle, and allure 
one an other rhercunto, Morcoucr by the 
procurement of our old enemic the Deuill, 
this world 15 ſo full of temptation, that I am 
continually in danger by ſecing, hearing, of 
ſome one way or an other to be infected by 
loahſome lutt; yea,altbough therc were not 
hich abnndance of outward alurements., 
vet mine owne.hcart is rcadie to betray me 
tothe deuill, Therefore I doc humbly be- 
{cech thy bleſſed maicitic, thatit may pleale 
thee te preſcruc me from all temprations of 
Iuſtall the dayes of my lifc, And ifit be thy 
wil that I ſhall marric , good Lord giue vn+ 
to mea vertuous wite , that we may Chriſti= 
anly line together , not in the vnſatiable luſt 
.of vncleannes, as.they that knowe thee not; 
bur in ſuch godly tewperice, that our minds 
may be holy, our bodics healthic; our chil- 
dren, it thy pleaſure bc to ſend vs avy, holy, 
andableto doc thee ſ{cryice..Moſt merciful 
God,vraunt me this-my prayer for thy ſonne 
Iefns Chriſts fakegito whora withthee , and 
the holy. Ghoſt. be all konous , -and; gloric 
| * hence» 


”; 


I 


hencefotth for tucrmore, Amen, 

Now with - daily  praier” ioyne diligent 
praRtiſe. Giue your ſclucs ro fome good' CX= 
erciſc and labour, flic from idlencile, Pam- 


. 


at }F pcr not your bodies with glurronie,” and 
re drunkenneſſe,” but vic veric tober diet : ab- 
"my horre all brauery of apparel,be cloathed only 
l as becommeth a Chriſtian in your degree, 

Mm Whatſocucr it be that mooucth you any 
of waie to the thought,or dchire of luſt, leaue it, 
y and turne from it, 

ot I doe heartily wiſh holinefleto allpeb- 
3» | ple, but becing a wretched man, I doe fpeci- 
"e F allyintend: my ; confeſſion vnro men, 

= All men, young or olde, I beſcech ar 
i F giucyour heart and mind to holy thoughrs,* 


of ; and heauenly deſires, deteſt all motions of 
W filthincſſe, which tend th diſpleaſe God and 


Ne | deſtroie you bodie and ſoulc, 

i- & © Doe not muſe of women, nor let your 

ft cies be delighted in beholding their bean 

t; tie and fineneſle ; giuc no regard to their” 

45 coic behauiour, tripping, and dancing Take* 

[- no pleaſure 1 in hearin 8 their delicare ralkmf, 

£ {weetc hinging, and amorous playing: for- 

Hl the Deuill is readic when you rc any wn «F 
JC touched with delight of women, preſently 


Wl to kindlc his fire in your heart, Be-not thick! 
att - 


familiar with any-woman, ſpecially alone: 
for it will cauſe er to you, and {ufpition 
te. others, If you fee a woman to be verie' 
felowly, iudge her not, for ſhee may be 
ood; but bc you a ſtranger vnto her, leaſh; 
an make you naught, Doe not dallie, ieſt, 
or plaic with women, leaſt it happen vnto 
you, as to the flie that plaicth about the cai1- 
dle, trill ſhee hauec ſpoiled her flying, 
'* As you muſt carefullic keepe your ſclues 
from becing enflamed with luſt, ſo alſo you 
ought ro take great heede, that you giue 
none occalioii to enflamc any of Gods pco- 
plc. O what an helliſh part is it to ioynec 
witty the dcuill in rempting others! A man 
and his wife ſhould not dally one with an- 
ether in the ſight of any, no not of their 
owne children, leaſt it moouc them to cuill 
thoughts, An hcathenman among heathen 
cople was put to great diſgrace, becauic 
fee kifſed his wife in the ſight of his daugh- 
ter. This is anotable example for Chriſtians 
1 that make no conlcience to infect others by 
; --Wword, aud deedc, apparc!l, gcſture, and e- 
i% uery waic that can be deviicd : you knowe 
3 that Chriſt faith, it were better for a man to 
'S be caft into the ſea with amilftone about 


k bis necke,the: ro giuc any occalion to make 
p an 


= 
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Haue beene athcifc many wayes: when'T 
wasa child, I remember I was giuen to 
ſteale apples , and afterward I purloyned die 
uerſe things, yea money from my father and 
mother : I bought things and never paied 
for them ; Idid Reale bookes, and deceiued 
others by many ſhifts : when I was put in 
eruſt to buie any thing for another, 1 made 
them belecue that I payed more for it, then 
indeede I did: and commonly took vp much 
commodit:es for mine owne vic, and left it 
$ vpontheir reckoning whomeT ſerued; ſpgs» 
J cially, when I was a young ſcholler in the V= 
muerſktie, where I did much wrong my good 
friends. 

When I bought any thing, I made much 
adoe to get it better cheape then it was 
worth; diſpraiſing ir, and promiſing to helpe 
the ſeller to cuſtome. I have bought things 
for halfe the worth, of ſuch as hane wanted 
money. Contrariwiſe if I ſold athing,1 falſly 
praiſed and prized it at more then it was* 
worrh, profeſſing that I would not haue par- 
ted from it, but for ncede of money , or for 
loue of the buyer.Il hauc made them pay ex» 


creamely that were casncft ro buy any thin 
© E. which 


” 


Which Thad, 

If1 foutd any thing , I cloſely kepr it to 
\ my elfe;; yea, and ſometime I tound things 
before they were loſt. 

Once one found certaine monic, who ſec. 
ing me goe that way, thought it had beene 
mane, and therefore gaue it me, and I trooke 
it for mine owne, ies 7h Illeoſt none, 

I haue taken reward for doing many 


things, which I did not as I ought to haue 


done, 


I haue not well rewarded many that did 
for me, yea, I haue diverſe times done cuill | 


to-them, thar did good to me. 


In matter of reckoning, when ſome haue 


not remembred ſo much as I owed vuto the, 
I paied them according to their remem- 
brance , and kept the relidue to my ſclfe a- 
gainſt my conſcience, 

I haue taken wages for ſchooling chil. 
dren, and miniſtring in the Church , but did 
not truely performe my dutie , and therefore 
am a theite., | 

I have beene giuento gaming,and there- 

-inpractiſed deceit, which people doe call 
er" » but bcfore the tacc of Goditis 
ycrie theft, h 

I hauc by faire words, and pleaſing pro- 

muſes, 


A AS  .c_ aomc 


miſes gotten many. things of athers, fas 
which I made no recotnpence, + Sq. 
I haue ſet ſome to worke for me , & haye 
aide chemo little for their paines, _ , -, - 
I have beenc a broker to helpe one xo get 
goods from an other; once I was 2. meanes 
to make a man giue houſe and land, fromhig- 
kindred ro an other, In performing which 
worke I wrought with the devill, and pras- 
Qiſed much deceit. | .. 
I haue borrowed things, and either nor re« 
E Rored themar all, or not in ſo good ſart,ag 
i 1rcceiued them, I haue beartened @me 0 
E cruſt others, by whome they have bhecne dee 
ceiucd, . x. 
I haye many waies waſted and hyre the 
goods of other folke careleſly , coucrqully, 
and ; coeur” 6 - 
I haue oftentunes beenc verie partiall in 
queſtion rouchiug goods berweene. partie 
and partic ; becauſe I baye beene ;}} concei« 
ted of rhe one, gr well opiniqned of the 0+ 
ther, or thought to be a gainer by the byſie 
neſſe. 1 haue many wayes counſlled, aided; -. 
and conceiled yurighttulnefle, | 
By all theſe waics , and many more; : 
which I can not remember, I have beene © 
x theefe and therefore the huge booke of ", 
E 2 Gods 


4 


, 8 b&rts &k 

Gods curſes written againſt theeues, dorh 
take hold vpon te geT will not leaue me till 
TI bebrought to naught. 

_ Oyepeople of God, for Chriſts ſake be 
"careful! to keepe your ſelues true, and iu, | 
Doe not ſo ck as gct apinne with an e-' 
uill conſcience : for hewſocuer the deuill 
blindeth you , yet one day you ſhall ſee,that 
al naughtic gaine will hauc a naughtie ende, 
Praiſe no deceit, nor ctueltic in buying, | 
ſelling, chopping,changing, borrowing, len. 

. ding, gaming, or any waie cl{e;for God will | 

| Furey By his vengeante vpon all that make} 
any vniuft gaine ,- or diminiſh the goods of | 
others. 
' Make no commoditic by any trade, or 
practiſe that hindereth your neighbour, or is 
againſt 'a common good, Doe not take? 
or hold fromany , that which in conſcience # 
is due vnto them: for goods wrongfully got. 
ten or kept from the right owner, doe conti« 
nually crie vnto God, for iuftice againſt 

ou. 

Therefore if you hauc by any manner of 
meanes hurt ,- hindered, or diminiſhed the 
good of any , yeelde due trecompence vpon 
truc repentance; to the partic wronged,or i 
he be dead, to his heires; or if he be dead 

without 


{7 If 1+ 


withour heires, or you cannot finde the pare, 
tie-to whome reſtitution is duc, ive itro 
che_poore, But if you haue no abilitie to 
make ſatisfaction, confeſle the wrong tothe 
Tpardic whome you hauc wronged, and praic - 
Fim to forgiue ; and at leaſt praie vntoGod 
S continually that hee will plentifully recom» 
Jpcncethem, whom you haue injured, pow= 
J ring vpon them his bleſſings in bodie and 
$ ſoule, If you thinke that Chriſts religion 
* dorh not require ſatisfaRtion of wrongs, you 
are decciued; for Zacheus inſtructed 'of tukis.t. 
7 Chriſt, offred that if-he had done wrong to 
3 any man he would giue to the partie wron- 
ged foure times ſomuch, as the dammage 
' came to, 
{ Therefore needes mult ſingle fatisfation 
7 be due, apenny for a penny , and apound 
3 for a pound, ; 
If you aske,whether I follow this leſſon or 
no? Ianſwer; my conſcience doth tie mee 
ynto it, Therefore ſome ſatisfation Ihaue 
made, and ſome more by the grace of-God 
I will make; and that which I cannot doe 
thorough want of abilitic, I muſt crauc of 
God thar he will ſupplie: I doe not ſpeake ro 
honour my ſelfe ; bur to glorifie.God, wha 
is my judge, and-to benctit. you, wha are 
& 7 his 


- tvuld-npr claire ſo much as « penny duex 
' reckoning; who thereupon held himſelke 


KY 


© rake avypaines, yea ſuch 8s they were neve! 
* Hrouphr vp vnto, rather then to maintain 
" themfelues with the hinderance of other. 
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kis pepple. Thave paied twentie ſhillings « 


once by waie of reſtitution, to him rhat 


becauſe IT had formerly pajde him his owne 


farisfied ; bur my conſcience did reftifie that 
I bwed more vmto him. | 
" Some hauc iudged mefaoliſh, and vaine. 
| way becauſe ] appeared to ſuccour 

ﬀe fewe poore people : T doe not juſtific 
my (clic, for it 45 Eod that truely ſeeth, and? 
indgerh ' all things. But my conſcicnce is, 
that I am bounde to giue much, by waie of) 
fecommpence tp the poore ; becauſe many| 
that] haue wronged are deade, or if they 
be aliue, 1know net where to finde them; 
and therefore muſt followe $, Pauls directi.? 
bn, who faith, let him that ſtole, ſtale ne? 
more, bur let him rather Jabour, working? 
with his hands that which is good ; that hee 
may hauc to impart wnto ſuch as haut 


All Chriſtians pught tÞ put themſelucs to 


Keware of ſlothfulneſſe, waſtfulneffe 
and ymbrifiinefſe ; for they will bring yo! 


antc 
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into neceſſitie; and then you mult liue like 
2 drone,ifnot by wicked ſhifcing, yet by baſe 
beggerie, Godly thrift is a great vertue,ha» 
uing diligence to prouide things neceflarie 
truely ns rightcouſly, and care to faue and 
keepe things gorten, yer without filthie nig- 
gardneſle and vnmercifulneſſe, 

Take heede, leaft thorough your coun- 
tenance, counſell, or commendation you 
cauſe one to ſuffer loſſe by another : for if 
you doe, the lofſe before God ſhall be requi- 
red at your hands. | 


If the word of God be true, as without p,ov.z9. 


doubt it is, that a falſe witneſſe ſhall not be 
vnpuniſhed, and hee that ſpeakerh lies ſhall 
p_ then am I in a fearcfull cafe, for I 
ue made many lies, and borne much falſc 
witnefſe, I have fignified many things, 0- 
therwiſe then I thought of them, I rake 
much delight in telling ſtrange reports, and 
ſuch as are either altogether vntrue, or 
peiced vp with lies, ot art leaſt verie vncere 
taine,and not like to be true. Alſo I loue lics, 
and whey I heare them, I vphold them, ſome 
time for my owne aduantage, ſometime to 
pleaſe other, and ſome time to hurt*them 
that I loue not, Hereby ir plainely appearerh 
whoſe child. I am : for God is the father of 

E 4 ruth, 


9 LuKk.23, 


truth, and the Deuill father of lying. 
For Gods fake therefore all people I be« 
ſcech you hate lying, doe not fignifie, or 
maintaine any word that is vntrue, although 


pu might much benefit your ſelfe by ir: vn- | 


eſſe in verie conſcience you be perſwaded 


and haue good reaſon to mooue you that 7 
ſuch athing is true, vtter it not. Be no com- * 


mon reporter of newcs, nor much giuen to 
ralke : for ſuch people doe vtter many lies, 
In bearing witneſſe be well aduiſed what 
you ſay, & with that intent; for you may be 
a falſe witnes many waies, and ſometime not 
perceiue it your ſelfe, Falſe witneſſe is a lie in 
matter or in meaning, The matter teſtified 
is falſe altogether, or in ſome part. Arteſti- 
nionie altogether falſe is that, wherein there 
is no word true, as they v hich witneſſed a- 


gainſt Naborth, that hee hzd ſpoken againſt 2 


God, and the King : whereas hee had not 
ſpoken any thing againſt God, or the 
King. 

A rcftimonie partly falſe , is when ſome- 


what is. put to, or put out, or ſome word al- | 


rered, 

Of putting to, we haue an example in the 
Tewes, who accuſcd Chriſt to Pilate the Em- 
perours deputic, that he did forbid mento 


pI 


5 GT FTE: + 


paie tribute to the Emperour, ſaying,that he ,,,,., , 
was Chriſt a king, Ir is true that he faide he 

was Chriſt a king ; bur falſe that he forbad b 
men to paie tribute to the Emperour : for he ,,\, 
willed people ro pay, yea, and paid for him» 
{clfc. 

Of leauing out we haue an example inthe 
deuill; who, to perſwade Chriſt rothrowe 
himſelfe downe trom the top of the temple, mar 
tolde him that it is written in the —_ of *laln 
God, the angels of God had acharge gi- 
wen themro keepe Chriſt from hurting him< 
ſelfe, Here the devil left out theſe words, Ia 
all chy waies; which he would not fpeake, 
becauſe he intended chat Chriſt ſhould nor 
takethe way to goe downe by ftaires; bur 
tempt God in falling from the roppe. 
| Of altering ſome word we haue an exam- 

le-in- the two falſe witneſſes, that accu- 
ed Chriſt, ſaying ; this man ſaide, I cande- 4 
ſtroy the” temple of God, and build itin 
three daies, Whereas Chritt ſaide , Deſtroy 
yee this temple , and I will build itin three 
dayes, 

You may teſtifie of an' other that which 
he hath ſaide or done, and yet miſtake his 
meaning. So when Chriſt ſaide, Deſtroy ye toh 
this cemple; he meant his bodice: but his 
aducr- 


7 


adverſaries tooke it , that he meant the tem- 

te thar was built ot: lime and tone, 
ed Waen Dauid ficd fromthe court of King 
3$82a, Saul, and came to Abimelec the Pricit ; he 
knowing none otherwiſe but that hee was 
| ſill in the kings fauour, gaue him intertain- 
ment ; and was therefore falſely accuſcd 
of one Docg, to haue conſpired with Dauid 
againſt rhe King; who thereupon put him to 

death, and all his kinred. - . 

Ir is a gricuous thing to conſider ,, how 
both words and deedes arc commonly mi. 
taken, to the great-wrong of many peo4 
ple, yea that which is more gricuous, when 
a thing cannot in it ſelfc be miſtaken we pre4 
| ſume to finde-out ſome bad cauſeubat moo- 
j ucd the parrie to ſay it, or doc it.” © ; 
a8. When the Apoftles by the 1nſfpiratioh of 
| the holy Gholt, ipake in firange —_ 
od matter ; ſome ſaide rhey were drunke; 
When Chriſt caſt our devills ; ſorne' fad he 
| was 2 coniurer, and'wrought with the deuil, 
\b.r.s, Tob liuing an vpright life, the devill accu- 
1.41. ſed himthat in his heart he was a diſſembler; 
and would ſeruc God no longerthren- God 
fed him with gifts; and when bce was proo- 
_uedalyctin = ,yerhe vrged , that if lob 
were bodily puniſhed with diſcafcs, dee 


would 
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would ſhewe himſelfe falſhearted to God : 
which iſo prooued a falſe witnefle, 

Among all rhe apprenrtiſes that the deuill 
hath in the trade of falſe witneſſing and 
lying, none goe beyond them that will 
accule men for well doing, as they that ac- 
euſed Daniel for ſaying his praiers, allead- 
ging that therein he ſhewedan ill minde'ro 
the king, 

You may teſtifie againſt a man that which 
is xg4e , and yct bcforethe face of God, be 
within compaſle of falſe witneſſe; as he that Exo 
accuſed Molcs of killing an Egyptian , gaue 
true teſtimonie : for Moſes did ſo indeede, 
therefore the accuſer ſpake the truth; bur 
not trucly ; that is, not in zeale tothe truch, 
bur in naalice to Moſes, who told him of his 
fault, 

To keepe your ſelfe cleare from lying and 
falſe witneſſing, you muſt firſt feare God:for 
he is a mott rightcous iugde, & will examine 
wharſoeuer you ſay of any bodie. 

Secondly,you mutt loue the partic of wh6 
you ſpeake : for it is very true, that euill will 
cannot ſpeake well; but one way or another 
it will 'outrunne'your conſcience. Therefore 
if your hearr be our of charitie with any, re- 

x Oh 


fraine your {clfe from medling with 
| becauſe. 


becauſe the wrath of man worketh not the 
righteouſneſſe of God, 

Thirdly, whatſocuer you ſee or heare of 
others, cither meddle not with it according 
to S, Pauls leſſon, Strive to be quiet , and do 

{,Theſl-4. your buſineſſe : or if it ſo concerne you, that 
110 . 
you muſt needes thinke and ſpeake of it, 1 
take good heede that you doe not miſtake a- | 
ny part of it; for miſtaking breedeth lies,and | 
it is a finne to belie the deuill : many things 
are ſo ſaid and ſo done, that they may be ta- | 
ken well or ill, yea what can be ſaid or done, 
but ſome one or other will turne it to an cuil 
meaning., Jke-vnto the ſpider that out of 
Sl beſt flowers will ſucke ſome poiſon, 
'-Burbeyout the minde to take cucrie thing 
the beſt way, knowing that it is the deuills 
propertic to make the worſt of eucry 
thing. 

You may be decciucd in that which you 
haue vpon your owne knowledge , becauſe 
you cannot ſec the heart and _— of the 
TR more in that which you haue by 

earc-fay : for reports are. commonly verie 
faultie , and ſeldome hold truth in cuery 
point : wherefore almightie God to ſhewe 
vs an example what we oughrtto doe, whea 


end. the cric of the finnes of Sodorne came vp 1© 
| »ale _ hea. 


heauen, came downe to ſee whether it were 
true or not. -:fore he would ſeeme to be- 
eve it,wherby you learne to be flow of bee 
leefe in hearing euill of others, 

Bur if you be well aſſured, thar an other 
hach ſaide or done —— the wrong 
is either to you, or to others, If any haue 
wronged you, you muſt by the commande- 

nent of your maſter Ieſus Chriſt, firſt tel the Mar-1 

partic of his fault ſecrerly and charitably ; if 
1ec ſo amend, you are ſatisfied, If he regard 
not your talke, you muſt rake one or two 
with you, and tell him of his fault againe in 
charitable manner : and if therchee amend, 
you mutt reſt contented : but if he contin 
in his fault, you muſt complaine to ſuch as 
haue authoritie to iudge betweene Youl, 

If one wrong an other, and you bepriuie 
to it, and ſure of ir, you muſt be carcfull thax 
= wrong neither of them;becauſe = are 

oth your neighbours, and brerhren : there. 
fore FR defire the partie that doth the wr6 
to right it, which if he will nor doe,you —_ 
diſcouer it, lcaſt before God you be a parta» 
kerinthe wrong doing. 


i1C 


I was 


_ 


Was neuer content with that which God 

gaue mee, but continually diſliked wy, 
ſatez murmuring, and cafting our com- 
plaines, criuying the 'proſperitie of orhers, 
wdging them not {o worthie of it as my 
ſclte : yea, wiſhing in' my heart that ] had 
their _ Beeing promiſed a living, which 
I could not haue till the death of |< t 


had it, and hath ir, I often defired to heare of 
bis death, Wherefore by the iuſt udgementx 
of God, he is likely to heare of my death; 
When I haue heard that ſuch, and ſuch were 
inpoſhibilitic of preſtrment,or had obtained 
it; 1 fretred and fined at it, becauſe 1 would 


hauc had it my ſclfe. 

When I faw 8 man haue a wife of good, 
gondition, I could finde in my heart ro wiſh 
him dead, and my ſelfe, married to his wife, 
And when one marricd a wife, whome TI li- 
ked, I tomacked it much, becauſe I had her 
not. I haue wiſhed a good ſcruant from one 
to another, = \ 

Thus, and many other waies I haue coue 
red my neighbours goods, both to my ſelfe 
and to others, becauſe I had not faith and 


ebaritic, 
O all 


O all Chriſtian people, hare this helliſh 
couctouſnes, the rooce of all cuill. Be bigh- 
ly content with that which God giveth you, 
and you ger by good meancs: for that which 
you get by il} mcanes God giueth nor, bue 
by the ſufterance of God, the deuill helperh 
you to it, , 

Therefore with goods well gotten quiet 
your minde, and be veric thanketull tro God, 
Couect not to be rich; for when a-man is 6< 
uerloaded he can hardly trauell; and you are 
trauailers pathing through this world into 
heauen. Bur if you foreſlow the time ill 
heauen gate be ſhut againſt you, what will 
all chis worlds good auaile you ? your bodie 
mult ro the grauc, your foule to hell, & your 
goods whercupon you-haue beſtowed all 
your time, ſtudie, and labour, mult remaine 
to whome you know not. Therefore-haue @ 
meaſure.in your worldly cares, and as yo 
deerc Led 
your minds to grow rich towards God, 
ing vp treaſure in heaucen, where ir ſhall 
fafely kept till you come, and there you ſhall 


inioy the ſame far cuer, 


Dehfre rather to make ſure vnto your 


{clues the ſaluation of your ſoules, theathe 
goods of the bodice : far logke what you des 


fre 


. 


. 
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and Saujour willeth you, giv % 
ay > 


fire moſt, you will moſt intend, Of the two, 
tt were better tonegleR the bodie, then the 
ſoule ; becauſe he that ſeeketh to aſſure vyiro 
himſelfe the good of his ſoule,ſhall haue the 
good of his bodic into the bargaine, 

If this were ſctled in the hearts of people, 
they would not couet ſo vumeaſurably, This 
ynmeaſurable couetouſneſſe doth ſherry that 
the heart is not right ſet towards God : for 
if it were turned to him, it would be tho- 
roughly ſufficed with his grace, wherher you 
had much or littke of worldly goods : Like 
as the needle in a diall wil never be quict vn- 
rill it be ſet right ro the North ſtarre, and 
then it will reſt, 

It cannot be, bur that a couetous man is 2 
breaker of this commandement, becauſe his 
heart is in the hand of the Deuill, and he tur- 
neth it whithcr he will. 

But many will ſay, ſuch, and ſuch hauc 
es much, and I haueto little : I anſwer,how 
know yov, they hauc to much, and youto 
tictle, Becauſe they hane ynough, and ſpare, 
bur we want that which 1s neceſſarie ; yea, 
bur yet you live, We live indeede, bur nor 
ſo well, as they that haue more, Ah, you 
doe not farc fo well, nor goec fo gaie, nor 
Pleaſe your cyes with the fight of worldly 

wealth: 


: If be the felicitie of this worlde 
that you looke' far; rake heede leaſt you be 
one of them to whome Chriſt ſalth,Woe be 
vnto you. rich , becauſe you haye receiued FKE& 
your comfort : that is , you haue that whigh 

ou ſought after, Yea, but you will ſay,we 
= itnor, Ianſwer, Gad loucth you'fo 
much the better. But you will ſay, why doth 
he not giue vnto me as well as to others? A 
good child reſteth content with that , which 
his farher giuech him, Bur it that reaſon will 
not ſeruc, why doe parents keepe kniues fr6 
little children ? leaſt thcy ſhould hurt their - 
bodies: ſo God keepeth worldly goods 
fromyou , leaſt you hould by the ill vſing- 
of them harme your owne ſoules, Doe'P 
thinke that the poore begger Lazarus 
now gricue at the miſcric whercin hee wady 
when he lay art the rich mans gare full of 
ſores, and readie ro ſtaruc through want of 
foode ? No verily:He reioycerh,and praiſerh 
God for his pouerrie, and for his patience, 
wherewith he endured the good pleaſure of 
God: knowing that if he had contrariwiſe 
beene rich, he might hauc thereby loſt his ** 
ſaluation, as Diucs did. Itis a greater mar- 
ter to.vſe riches well, then moſt people ima- 
gine, Els would not our Sauiour Chriſt baue 

| F x faid; 


" aid ;av hie'did (ay; That it is ca{ior for a ca 
mcll ro goc through the cic of a needle, rhey 
for a rich man ro cnter into the kingdome 
ot heauen. And yer tcalt they to wi hom God 
giuerh riches ſhould be diſcomfortcd, hee 
told his Diſciples, that Ged is able to ſaws 
the rich, Wherchy yau ynderſtand that to 
be rich, and to be ſaued , 5 requirerh a mol} 
mightic grace of God : "Mi It were a great 
micacle to make a camell goc through a nce- 
dlescye, 

AllthisT fay to the end that you ſhould 
-not couert more then you may with a ſafe 
conſcience, your ſoule be \cing fiſt prouided 
for, procure vnto your | ſelfe. 

fame fay:, I could be contented with 
zWcre it not for my children; 1 mult 
oenatch canteſle that it is a godly care to pro- 
_ vide far your children : bur ler it be without 


ri $auetontbeto. Ler not your children be ci- 


ahatbeovight vp, or ſetled in the world with 
pSaeds vnconſcionably gotten from others; 
| $Þdcrtrerfor them co be grape brought 
and ro: kive bur littlclctt them, Haue 
mot ſcene many whole friends have left 
mch"goods , fallen into more follie, 


| y that had little or nothing left them? 
a you fay,, {ome fcwe getall into their 
hands, 


hands, and then dealc vynmetcifully with vs, 
Doe you belceue in God? Yea, Then you 
mwſt rhroughly perlwade your {clfe , that he 
is your father, and in his fatherly care prouj- 
deth that for you , which hee well knoweth 
will doc you molt good: notwithſtanding 
all the couctouſfneſie , and crueltie of this 
world, yct Ged , if it pleaſe him, could giue 
you plentie : and becauſe he doth not,jit ap= 
peareth that hee purpoſerh to puniſh you. 
Will you thcreforc be out of patience; know=- 
ing that v-home Godloueth , he correerh? 
Surely I had rather be a patient poore man, 
and Gods child, thena cruell rich man, and 
Gods rod : for commonly the child 3s recci= 
ued ito fauour, and the rod is.calt into the 

"i 
Howſoeucr the worid goe, bee patient, þ 
and lubmit your {elf to the pleaſure of -God, 
Doe not enuic, tor condemne thoſe that 
are any way i!more profperity then you. For 
if you doe to, yec are nor in charitie , and if 
you be not in charitie , Chritt is nor in you, 
out the deuill, Therefore (triue by your pas 
tience to poſleſle your owne toute and by 
the holy Ghoſt, contraric ro the narure of 
deſh and blood, be cxcecding glad, that you 
may wccone of Chriſts companie , although 
F 2 in 


in the loweſt degree that may be; yea, theſſ. 
' yerie foote : reioycing at the proſperitic of 
any other, and ſorrowing in their adverhtie, 
as if it were your owne, This if you can doe, 
you are a Chriſtian indeede; and although 
ou bc in low degree vpon carth , yet your 
Lord and father will highly aduance you in 
the gloric of heauen, Remember what Saint 
Ian1-9- James ſaith, Let a brother of low degree rc- 
ioyce in his aduancement, 
O that I were a brother of that hcauecnly 
companie;and my name written in the book 
of life, although it were with condition ro 
ſuffer all poſſible miſeric in this world, If 
you ſay I giue you ſuch counſell , as I could 
neuer take my ſelfe, I conteſle it, but you 
would not be in my caſe,if you knewe it as 1 
doe,although you might hauc all the goods 
of the carth;for death and hell haue take ſure 
hold ypon me,and I am ſ@ hardencd in ſinne 
through lobg cuſtom in wickeanes, & delay 
of repcatance, that my ſoule is readie to de- 
ſpaire of Gods mercic, Therctorc while time 
ſeruerh,and while grace is offered vnro you, 
make ſure worke; Striuc by obeying the wil 
of God to enter in at the (traight gate; for 
Chriſt ſaith, many will ſccke to enter , and 
h $292 25. ſhall not be able : becauic they fecke not till 
"yl it 


loaden conſcience. 


it betoo late, This is my ſtate, and therefore 
I periſh, | 

All people young and old,pray daily and 
deuoutly to God, that it will pleaſe him 
through Ieſus Chriſt to giue you the graces 
of fuck, hope, and charitic, that you may 
cleaue faſt ynto him with, all purpoſe of 
heart, and being ſufficed with that which he 
vouchſafcth ro giue you, put him in truſt 
with ſoulc and bodie, aſſuring your ſelues 
that hice will not faile you nor Briake you,6c 
if his pleaſure be to tric your faith and truſt 
by croſſes and adverhrics, reioyce therein, 
tor his mind is to crown you therctore in the 
world to come: Louc all Chriſtians as your 
o wne ſelfe,ycalouc your very enemies, pray 
for them, and- practiſe in word and deed ts 

be kind vnto them, 

By theſe graces you ſhall performe the 
kingly law ot libertie, and ſo be kings vnto 
God, ruling & raigr.ing oucr your thoughts 
and affettions according to his plcaſure, 
being ſer ar libertic from the law of ſinne, & 
bondage of the deuill, Almightic God for 
leſus Chriſts ſake fulfill you all with the ho- 
ly Ghoſt, Amen, Amen, 
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Ow T beſcgech'all that giue your minde 
to booke-learning, patiently to reade 
or heare rhislaſt part of my conteffion in- 
tended to your good, 
When I went firſt to ſchoole, T was full of 
2 all yngractouſneſſe, and misbehaned my 
y ſelfe toGod, to my Parents, and ro all peo- 
by ple ; which curſed qualitie poiſoned wiar- 
{oeuer learning I could get, | 
All children that goe to ſchoole, feare 
* God, and praie vnto him heartily that hee 
bal will gine you the grace to ſtand in awe © 
if his almightie maicſhie, and to be afraide 5 
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, difpleaſing him : for the ſeare of God is thy 

*:; beginning of wiſedom. All learning without 
| * the feare. of Godyjs as a ſword inthe hand off . 
"Ws a madde man, likely ro doe much miſ- , 
Fe. cheefe and no good, Hatc all naughtic con- t 
kd: ditions, and behave your {clues lowely, and 
ly gently to euery man, woman, and cly}d, , 
bo rajie often to God and faje, O almightic " 
| ! God,the giucr of all good learning and true y 
z wiſedome, I fnfull wrerch doe humbly be f 
jecch thee, that for thine onely Sonne Telu c 


] 
of Chriſts ſake,rhou wilt ſend thine holy gholl 
into minc heart,that I may be cleanſed tron 
| ſinne 


finne, and get lo much learning afid know- 
ledge, as may beſt fir-me to be thy fairhfull 
ſcruant in that ſtate of life, wv nereunits-it ſhal 
pleafe thee to call mee, Amen, 

Vie conimonly to praiſe Godin ſore 
fuch mannet a5 this. O moſt bountiftill Lord 
God, I doc humbly and heartily thanke'thee 
becuale thou' haſt cauſed my treindsto ſer 
we to {choole, Good Lord 'I beſeech thee 
ſo to continue, & blcfle me in leaming, that. 
I may lcarne to doe my* dutieto-thee andto : 
all thy people, in what degree ſocterir ſhall 
pleaſe thee roplace me; .chrough Iefus Chriſt 
thine onely"Sonne, w kv wich thee and the 
holy Ghoff, three perſons andvne God, be 
honoured and vraiſed in heart, word, and 
deed, for eucr and cacr; Ama, 

Followe Your ſchoolitig diligently, and if 
it picaſe God to Sine you 1 the viferolearne, 
be glad, and viuc him thankes therefore but 
be not proud: of it:for if pride cntet into your 
he art, it ww ll puffe1 Vou VP like a bladder and 
although you-proou? marucilouflylearned; 
yet in the entyou ſhalbe norhi! ng bur w nd. 
All ſchollers take heed of pride: for ir wil 
make youlike the Deuil, and harcfall before 
God. 

When you are allowed to play, then play: 

F 4 for 


' tiſe no baſc, and lewd pon bur exerciſe 


for it is healchfull to ftirre your bodies: Pra- 


your ſelues in ſome honeſt ſport, which 
may bring you into ſtrengrh,and abilitic, 

Art nov' time let any bad or bcaſtly word 
come out of your mouth. Dclite not in yaine 
talke, mocking, or ſcorning : for all ſuch 
things are verie diſpleafing vnto God, 

I went to the Vniverſitic veric rawe: for I 
had a tew grounds of Grammar, and none 
of grace. Therefore I ſpent much time in 
getting little learning;bur all manncr of vice 
111 rice grewe vp and aboundcd, 1 was vaine 
minded, proude hearted, bufiheaded, and 
full of a Gat, pomaith, contentious ſpirit, 
Becing pgore I found great freindſhip, and 
had good allowance of many ; but I was 
ſingularly negligent, and vnthankefull vato 
them, My ſtudic was to make great ſhewe 
of alittle Jearning,and therefore 1 ſought af- 
ter fine choiſe words, When I diſputcd with 
any, I was defirous to diſmay them with rc- 
proaches, 1n Read of reaſons : and ro that 
end I hada written phraſe-booke ſtuffed 
with taunting, and biting ſpeaches, 

All fchollers that goe to avy Yniucrhiie, 
take warning by mee, Be carcfull to come 
thither well grounded in learning, and ver- 
ue, 
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ue, Giue your ſelues to be ſober , humble, 
auict, milde , and peaceable, Be diligent in 


your bufinefice , durifull roall poopie , and 


crie thanketul ro your friends. Theſe yer- 
ues will make you gratious in the fight of 

30d, Angels, and men, Be more carcfull to 
get ſound learning , for good vſe, then to 
tand ypon the ſhew of —q——_ : for it is 
a vainglorious follic. Hunt not after curious 
minion tearmes,whereof commeth no good; 
bur ipeake and write plaine ordinary words: 
for they that would fecme to be word-wiſe, 
are of grauc and learned men accounted yn- 
wile, 

Pride and enuic be propertics of the 
deuill , and of all other fnnes moſt readie to 
wait vpon ſchollers : Therctore rake great 
heede of them: If you be proud, you are Lu- 
cifer, high in your owne conceit , and there- 
fore ſhall be brought lowe,cuen downe into 
hell, If you enuie the learning , eſtimation, 
and proſperitic of others, you are Sathan,an 
enemie to the gifts of Gods grace, 

Doc neuer difpraiſe any nor quippe any 
ia your orations, ahd ſpeaches ; for it ſhew- 
eth bitternceſſe, which is verie bad in a ſchol= 
ler, When you argue, or diſpute publike 
ly, or priuately , | 6 God, and ſhunne 
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{narling,reproaching,and all furious behaui.. 
our, Let your reaſoning be, as in the hea. 
ring and {ccing of God, and Angels , calme, 
F" amiable,ſweete, and ſober, Whenſocuer you 
«3 prepare any oration , ' diſputation , or exer- 
we. && of learning; nttt humble your ſclfe be. 
y for cGod, crauing his mercie and grace, that 
you may-ſo performe it , as beſt becommeth 
2 Chriſtian {choller : thereby to be fitted for 
the feruice of leſus Chriſt m the Church, or 
common wealth, 
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If any finne raigne in you, ftriue by all | 
meanes to ſubdue it: for where finne raig-fj , 
neth, there the Deuill dwellcth, and the end 
of that man will be naught, , 
gong : n— 
c 
Hen T had gotten a ſhadowe , and 
V outhhde of learning, Ileft theV-J , 
nincrfitie , and rooke vpon me to beafſ , 
ſchoolemaſter , C04 forgiue me; I was a bad 
Pr one : for how could I frame children roff | 
, godly learning, 'beeing vngodly , and ill | 
i learned, ( 
- I vndertooke to teach more then TI hadfſ x 


| Jearned my felfe, 1 was newe-fangled, and 
F negligent in teaching; and yctrired , and 


dalled my ſchollers by keeping them ro& 
long 


{ vaden conſcience. | 
long at their bookes, and by fierce correQi- 
on, and cruell beating of them, 

O ye ſchoolemaſters , Ipray-you forthe 
reucrence of God, be well aduiſed:The-ſcho- 
ling of children is the nurcerie of chriſtians: 
therefore you ought to be learned and yer- 
tuous, that you may traine your {chollers to 
be the diſciples of Chriſt, 

The deuill will pra&tiſe ro make you his 
vnder-ſchootkemaſters, that you may ht your 
{cholcrs ro be his ſcruanrs. 

To preneatthis danger you cannot be too 
carefull of your behaviour cuet y way. 

Take no more vpon you, then you knowe 
your ſelfe able, by theggrace of Cod,toper- 
forme: follow the commibn way of teaching 
commanded by auhoritie, 

It is ts bc wiſhed that the Grammar for 
the Latin rongue , were one whole booke, 
the rules it Engliſh , the examples in Latin, 

Teach your ſchollers rhcir leſſons verie 
leiſurely, and plainely, heare them their lef- 
ſons mildely, and patiently, corre&t them 
for their faults mercitully and fparingly. 
W kar man fearing God, can find in his heart 
to Wy the tyrant among Gods tender chil- 

reuiling, buffeting, triking,ſ(courging, 
oAPerrifying them with thundering ipea- 
ches, 
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ches, as if they were dogges , yea limmes 
of the Dcuill , no man can with a tafe conſci. 
ence ſo curſcdly vica beaſt, as lin word & 
deedchaue vſed my ſchollers, I pray God 
forgiue me, and graunt. that no ſchoolema. 
fter offend in that point. 

Thinke with your ſclues how hatcfull 
ſuch rigorous vſage is to God, and his holy 
Angels, who haue the charge of children. 

Frame your ſchollers by all meanes to 
fcare God,and to pleaſc himzand then aſſure 
your ſelues that oucr and abouc whartſocuer, 
their fathers and friends giue vnto you , hce 
will giue you a rich reward, 

Itis not good to hold children too hard 
or too long ar their bookes : for their wits 
are tender, and therefore ought to be gently 
vied, and oftcn refreſhed, Our Lord Ieſus 
Chriſt bleſſe all tchoolemaſters, that they 
may know, and doe thcir dutics to the con- 
tinuall increaſc of right Chriſtian learning : 
Amcn, 


Preſumed with all mince abhominable vi- 
ces to catcr into the holy Miniſtcris. ang 
haue beene aprofeſſed miniſter of C), at pl 
thar is, a ſoule-keeper,and a ſoule-feed ay 

moſt rwelue ycarcs : Jeſu Chriſt forgiue 
] tooI&c 


| 
| 


Trooke ypon meto preach, neither vnder- 
ſtanding the word of God, nor indued with 
the power of godlines. Thereforc I have in- 
dangered the {aluation of many people, cuE 
4s an ignorant and vnhoneſt Phyſitian doth 
a , the bodily life of them that rake 
phylicke by his appointment. 

Although water in the ſpring head be 
pure and wholeſome, yer if it be carried from 
thence in an vnclcanc and poiſoned veſſcll, 
who can drinke it without daunger? The 
word of God is in it ſ{clie moſt pure and 
wholeſome ; but my Po hath defiled 

C 


it with ignorance, and with the wicked in- 


tetion of pride, cnuic,wrach, coucrouſnes, 
and all hinnes; cucry vice ypon occaſion put-= 


ting it ſelfe into my ſermons. Moreouer if 
I preached any thing according to the word 
of God, Ivtterly vnpreached and denied it 
1m my life and conucrfation, Alas how many 
ſoules may iuſtly challenge me before the 
face of Ieſus Chriſt, for giuing cauſe of 
their damnation ; I cannot fay, vpon my 
conſcience, that inall this time, wherein 
] haue taken vpon meto be a Miniſter; I 
ave done my duetic, ſo much as to the 
_ of One ſoule, A true Miniſter of 
hiitt ſhould be a meanes to twne all cuill 

from 


from his ſheepe, and to procure all bleſſing 
viito them, Bur I contrarily hauc becae 
meanes to turne bleſſings trom them, ang 
to bring miſeric vpon them. Ir had bin bet, 
. ter for me to hauc gotten my living by beg 
ging from doore to doorc; yca, leflc had bi 
my linne, if Thad liucd by:{tcaling and rok 
. biug : for hee that 1s a Miniſter, and dot 
not diſchargc his duric,is a thcefe and a rob 
ber in the higheſt degree; becauſe hero 
. beth God of his people,znd robbeth peoph 
of thcir faluation, How is it poſſible for mce 
to eſcape the vengeance of hell irc? 

All you that purpoſe to be Miniſters in 
the Church, for Chriſts ſake, take warning 
by. mee. Before you enter into the Miniſtric, 
examine your heart according to your con» 
ſcience in the 1ght of God ; what mooucth 
you to be a Miiitcr? and what you princ:- 
pally defre and intend? for looke what you 
minde, that you wil follow, and to compaſſ 
thc famc,neglett all other things. Theretore 
it you percciue that your minde i5-chiefly for 


ypon worldly gaine,or glory,take no foules 
w.keepc: for you will Ict them Huk or twim: 
and norvithanding what ſhew-ſoeuer you 
make, they ſhall be ſorily reſpected,and ma- 
ny. xvaics vnhtcd, Burt if you doe chiefly 

aunec 
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aime ar the gloric of Chriſt in the ſahiation 
of Chriſtias,you arc the bleſſed of the Lords 
zod increaſe the number of you:for you wib 
10t ſticke to looſe any w orldly commodity, 
yea your OWNE life, rather then hazardrhe 
fofle of one ſoule. Enccs therforc in thename 
of Ieſus Chriſt.Bur before youtake a chargs 
of ſoulcs vpon you, giuc all diligence rhat 
ou may hauc a good vnderftanding inthe 
vord of God,and that the power of godli- 
ne may be in your life and conuerſation:for 
if the blind lead the blind, they fall bott-ins 
to the ditch:and he is ————___ hauing 
fight, dorh lead the blind our of the way:be=- 
auſe the blind will tollow their leader, The 
pcoples eyes are neuer well opened vntill 
the light of their Miniſter doe fo ſhine bes 
fore ri, that they may fcc his good workes 
and olorific God,in followi ing his cnſample:; 
) happic is that Miniſter tha cuer he'was 
borne, who before he vndertakerh a cha 
ot ſoules, hath the grace tro oucrcome ; 4 
eemptations of Satan, as Chriſt did, 
Becing made a Miniſter, and hauing a 
charge of ſoules, beare alwaies in mind;that 
you muſt be anſs erable ro Chriſt for eucry 
one of: them. So'thar wharſocuer a Minifter 
ight poſſibly doe ro ſave them, you ſhall 
decrely 
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deercly abide it, if you performe it not. This 
moouecd S, Paul to warne cuery-one,& teach 
euery one in all wiſdome, that he might pre- 
ſent euery one perfect in Chriſt Teſus., 

Therefore you knowing the terribleneſſe 
of the Lord, muſt approoue your ſelte vnto 
God, and to euery conſcience of man, wo- 
man,and child inthe fight of God, carefully 
and diſcreetely waiting vpon your charge, 
that you may giue to cuery one their porti- 
on of meatcin due time, You mult truely 
teach Cods people the way of faluation out 
of his word. Therefore in vnderſtanding and 
expounding the holy Bible, follow the con- 
ſent of auncicnt and learned writers,& thoſe 
eſpecially who arc reported to haue liued 
an holy life : for God in all ages doth moſt 
reſpe&rhem that feare him, and they hauc 
moſt certaine knowledge of his will. Others 
alrhough they ſeeme exceedingly learned, 
yer they arc full of crrors, becauſe the ſpirit 
of deccit hath power inthcm. Therefore 
take hecd, 

Deſire not to be ſingular, nor to differ 
from others : for it isafigne of a naughtie 
ſpirit, which hath cauſed much euill in the 
world from the beginning. Teach people 
that which doth until concerne the! 

ſalua 


FT 


faluation : for it is a tetnpration of rhe deyill 
to bulic folkes mindes with by-marrer, thar 
they may negle& the maine worke of ſauing. 
their ſoules. A miniſter ought diligently ro 
take particular knowledge of his charger 
who be young in vnderſtanding;who be ripe 
in diſcretion; who be ſicke in finne,and who 
be ſound in ſoule, that he may accordingly 
ict them, Much preaching and teaching 
loth not take that good effet which it 
night, if peoples vnderſtanding were ripe- 
1ed to heare it, There is a certaine teaching 
alled the A, b, c, of Gods word; becauſe 
uen as a ſcholler muſt learne to knowe lert- 
ers, and to ſpell them together, before he 
an reade; ſo muſt a Chriſtian firſt learne the 
yround worke of religion, bcfore he can Heb,g.x; 
ell proceede in the vnderſtanding and pra- 
tiſe of Gods word, I haue found clderly 
cople, that feemed to be much delighted in 
caring the word of God preached,yer not- 
ithſtanding ſtrangely ignorant in the foun. 
ation of faith, As for example, they did be- 
euc in the ſonne of God, and yer did not 
inke that hee was in time before the virgin 
faric, How is it poſſible, that people ſhould 
: ignorant of ſuch points, commonly prea- 


cd and printed? Bgcauſe they are nor in- 
G1 fructed 
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ſtructed oxderly,pithily,and plainly:orderly 
as children arc taught to reade : pithily, for 
many words and toileſome circumſtance 
doc bring an ignorant hearcr into. a wood 
where he looſcth himſclfc:plainly,for rear 

art, and fine cloquence arc not ſutable rc 
the Goſpel of Chrift:becauſe in darkning the 
vnderſtanding of ſome, & tickling the care; 
of others, thcy hinder the working of the 
matter. Fie vpon all vaine-glorious ſhewes 
for the kiagdome of God is not in word, but 
in power, 

If you doe not ſoteach the will of God 
that the veric ignorant may well vnderſtand 
it, and kcepeit in remembrance, what an 
{wer can you make to Teſus Chriſt, when hi 
callcth you to a reckoning ? 

Although a ſchollcr be taught ro know! 
his letters, yet many times hce15 not well i 
ſtructed to ſpell them rogerher : So t 
foundation points of religion may | 
taught, and yet not put well together : fo 


bl \Rom.z.z8, Example, Chriſtians arc iuſtificd by faith i 
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Ieſus Chriſt, without the workes of the la 

This is one point, Chriſt will iudge all pec 
ple according to their works, anſwerable t« 
the practiſe of their lives. This is an othe 
point, Now viites theſe cwo points be right 


ly ioyned together, the devil will make ſome 
vrterly neglect workes,and other altogether 
to prelume vpon their owne deſerts, 
Juſtifying faith is the gift of God, and 
bringeth forth good workes, whereby true 
Chriſtians are iuſtificd ar the day of iwwdge- 
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The capacitic of people is like vnto 3 
ſmall bortle with a narrowe mouth, if you 
powre in wine- haſtily, you ſhall fpill much 
beſide,and if you doc exceede their meaſure 
they will runne oucr : no worke or imploy- 
ment in all the world doth require more 
carefull diligence, then the orice of a Mini- 
ſter. 

Although you teach and preach very 
much, and in plaine words, yet your ſheepe 
will ſpecially regard your pradctite of life, be- 
cauſe their naturc is to be lead, rather then 
to be driven, 

I would Ihadpreached lefle in words, & 
more in workes. Your conucrſation muſt be 
euery way ſquare to your profcihon * for 
on cannot ſo much as ſpcake a word in ieft, 


ut it ſhall be heeded and conſidered, Yea, 


Y if there be any ill word ſpoken in your hea- 
ring, people will marke how you take it;Be- 
lecuc me vpon mine expcricnce; if therehe 


CG 2 gappecs 


zpes in your conuerſation, your ſheepe 
S flehercb> runnc out from Chil; yea a 
will boldly make gappes themſclues, preſu, 
ming that they may with as little danger 
finne in one kind,as you in an other, 

When I as a Cutateentred into a charge 
6f ſoules, the people ar the firit had ſuch; 
rxcuerent opinion of me, by reaſen of mine 
earneſt plajnnes in preaching, that they were 
verie carcfull Jeaſt I ſhould ce any tault in 
their behaujour ; but afcerward when they 
percciued that the practiſe of my life was 
not according to my preaching, they grew 
jn a manner carelefſe what they ſaid, or wh 
they did : whereas if I had not loſt that firſt 
reputation, I thinke in my conſcience that 
many,yea molt of them would haue am&ded 
their waics, 

A Miniſter ought to be graue and milde 
Grauitie without mildneſſe is ſurlineſle 
and mildacic without grauitic is light 
neſle, 

Iocond, icſting, and ſcofhng bchaujout 
doth not becoma miniſter,for he is the me{> 
ſenger of God, and weightie is his mel 
fge. 

It is a true ſaying, that too much familia 
titie breeds contempr; and ſo I hauc alwaies 

found 


found it, Therefore vſe to retire your ſelfe, 
and be no common companic keeper : for 
howſoeuer you may prejerue your perſo- + 
nall repuration,yet the power of your office, 
which is much grounded vpon a reucrente- 
ſtimation, will be by companie keeping ma- 
ny waies diminiſhed, The appearance of any 
vice in a miniſter doth diſable his minifterie; 
ſpecially pride, and couerouſnes, It were to 
be wiſhed that Miniſters would in their ap. 
parell, and geſ}ure,vſec decencje,ſhunning all 
yanitie and braucric ; whereby the humble. 
ncs and mecknes of Ieſus Chriſt might be 
ſccne in them, 

You that teach others to be content with 
that which they hauc, ought to ſhew your 
ſclues free from filthic couetouſneſle, 

Keepe alwaics within compaſſe of you! 
naintenance, that you may be before hand; 
elſe you ſhall runne into many inconuenien» 
ces : for firſt you ſhall by want be forced to 
looſe your libertic; for, as Salomon faith, the 
borrower is a ſcruant to the lender : Then 
much more is the recciuer ſcruant to the 
giuer, An heathen man ſaide trucly, He that 
taketh a gift, looſcth his libertie, Who hath 
more cauſe to keepe himſelte tree then a mi- 
niſter ? for if he be ingaged to any, the deuil 
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will tempe him to ſooth them in their ſinnes, 
or at leaſt to be tongue-ricd, and not to re- 
proouc them for their faults. Alas ! in what 
wretched ftate are many Curates? for they 
arc driuen to {eeke their commodities, where 
they can finde them, 

An other inconuenicnce in a hinderly Mi- 
niſter is, that he cannot be beneficiall tro the 
poore : which is a very ſpeciall point ina mi- 
niſtcr : for how can it appeare that he is zea- 
lous to feede mens ſoulcs, that hath no care 
to comfort their bodies. Therefore Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles were vcrie diligent to pro- 
uide for the poore. An auncient writer tefti- 
fied to an heathen Romance Empcrour, that 
among Chriſtians the Miniſter is a prouider 
for all necdie people, 

Although anv other Miniſter ſceme faul- 
tic and haue an ill report, yer doe not indure 
to ſpeake ot heare any euill of him: for ſo 
you ſhould very much offend, and incou- 
rageto be diſtaſted with the Miniftrie, 

Doe not enuic nor defpiſc any Minifter 
whome ſocuer, nor meddle with any mans 
charge but your owne. 

Suffer much wrong rather then enter into 
ſtrife. Be no partic norpartaker in any con- 


rention, : 
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If you be aſſured that any otherdotha-,, _.. 
miſſe in your pariſh, tell bim his fault ſe- yponme 
cretly, and yery kindly, beſceching himin » _ 
Chriſts behalfe ro turne vato God, Whoſo- roully 


with ma- 
eucr fall out, doc not you appeare to be ad- y,. 2 


uerſaric to any one, nor to vphold the partie with gre 
men our 
of my 


again{t him, Jt will hinder your miniſterie,8& 
peradventure put you into more trouble chargyze 
then you can umagine, Contention and par- ra 
rakir.g hath tormented me very gricuouſly; 
for I met with thoſe that ouermatched me, 
and laid heauie accuſations vpon mee, God 
forgiue me and them, and God giuc you the 
hcauenly bleſſing of quietnefle, Hate all 
arring, and ſnarling, for they are dogged 
properties: as alſo tawning, and flatterie, He 
152 right dogge, that will one while tnarle, 
and an other while fawne, as I haue fooliſhly 
done, 

Be a man of wiſedome and few words. Be 
flow to ipeake,and ſhort and fweere in ſpea- 
king, A man fall of words is full of many 
oftences. Laſt of all, I commend vnto you 2 
notable ſentence which the holy Ghoſt ſent 
to a Miniſter, 

No man that is a warriour entanglerh +. Tis 
himſelfe with worldly buſines,” that he may 
pleaſe him who hath choſen him to bc a 
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1 doc humbly beſcech thee bleſſed God 
euen vpon my knees, that he will for leſii 
Chriſts ſake,giue vmto all Minifters the grae 


to perceiue and performe the truc meani 
of that ſentence. 


Amen, Amen, 


